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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides the a summary of decisions from CBS-16,  EC-69 and EC-70 related to ET-ERA since its last meeting in Buenos Aires (Argentina, 30 Nov – 4 Dec 2015)
Action Proposed

The meeting is invited to take note of Constituent Bodies decisions related to ET-ERA.
Discussion

1. Introduction 

The Manual on the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) (WMO-No. 485) is the single source of technical regulations for all operational data-processing and forecasting systems of WMO Members, including their designated operational centres.  Following the request by the Commission for Basic Systems, at its fourteenth session (CBS-XIV, 2009), the revision of the Manual on the GDPFS was initiated, and the outline for the revised Manual was adopted by the Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress (Cg-XVI, 2011) through Resolution 6 (Cg-XVI). 
Noting that the revised Manual introduces a number of changes to the current  procedures, the Commission for Basic Systems, at its 2014 extraordinary session (CBS-Ext.(2014)), considered the comprehensive summary of changes of functions and procedures that would ensure a smooth transition to the revised Manual, which was approved by the Seventeenth World Meteorological Congress (Cg-17, 2015) through Resolution 12 (Cg-17). 
Acknowledging that the revised Manual is being developed in accordance with quality management principles, which ensures its sustainability as part of the WMO Quality Management Framework (QMF), and would facilitate the review of compliance of GDPFS Centres against the designation criteria as well as the incorporation of new types of GDPFS Centres. 
CBS-Ext.(2014) recommended a roadmap for the completion of the new Manual, including transition arrangements for its implementation to manage the technical changes and the initial designation of the GDPFS Centres as defined in the revised Manual, including World Meteorological Centres (WMCs) and Regional Specialized Meteorological Centres (RSMCs), which were also approved by Cg-17 in Resolution 12 (Cg-17). The revised Manual on GDPFS was approved by EC-69 and published in February 2018.
The seventeenth Session of the World Meteorological Congress (Cg-17) adopted Resolution 11  to move – “Towards a future enhanced integrated and seamless WMO Data-processing and Forecasting System”.  The WMO Executive Council at its sixty-eight Session (EC-68) established a Steering Group (SG) on Seamless GDPFS to address Resolution 11 (Cg-17).
Cg-17 also requested CBS to continue to assess and, if appropriate, consider and plan how Transfer Coefficient Matrix (TCM) methodology could be implemented into operations. 
2. Constituent Bodies’ Decisions related to ET-ERA
The last meeting of  the ET-ERA  was held on 30 November to 5 December 2018 in Buenos Aires (Argentina). Since this meeting, there was a CBS -16 Session in Guangzhou (China, Nov 2016); EC-69 (June 2017), a TECO and 18th Session of CBS MG (March 2018) and EC-70 (June 2018).
CBS-16 (Nov 2016): 
· Recommended the inclusion of Non-nuclear ERA in the Manual of GDPFS
· Decision to apply a peer review process to the “Guidelines on Meteorological and Hydrological Aspects of Siting and Operation of Nuclear Power Plants, previously known as TN 170 “  Meteorological and Hydrological Aspects of siting and operation of Nuclear Plants (WMO-No. 550)”

· The revised Manual on GDPFS (WMO-No. 485) was recommended for approval by EC-69

· Recommended the designation of Beijing as RSMC for Atmospheric Sand and Dust Storm Forecast (ASDF)
 EC-69 (May 2017): 

· Approved the inclusion of Non-nuclear ERA in the Manual on GDPFS 

· Approved  the formal designation of  RSMC-ASDF Beijing (Regional Association (RA) II); 
· Approved the Manual on GDPFS for publication (published on February 2018)

TECO -CBS MG 18th Session  (March 2018)
CBS, normally holds an extraordinary  and a regular sessions within 4 years. At CBS-16, there was a decision not to hold an extraordinary session and that CBS will hold only regular sessions (once every 4 years) like any other Technical Commission.  Therefore, with the Congress approaching and considering that EC-70 would be the last EC before the next WMO Congress in 2018, it was decided to organize a TECO followed by a CBS MG meeting to ensure that issues are brought to EC-70 for consideration and eventually going to Congress 18 for decision. 
· Recommended the following designations of centres for nuclear and non-nuclear emergency response: Offenbach (Germany) for nuclear  and Toulouse and Offenbach for  non-nuclear
· Decision: President CBS to “contact specific PR in  view to identifying appropriate resources (people) to complete the development of the TCM within the ERA programme and define procedures to be integrated into the Manual”, thus addressing the request of Cg-17
EC-70 (June 2018)
· Approved CBS MG Recommendation above 
