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Summary and purpose of document

We present a short summary of the activities of the ET-ERA and invite the members to participate actively in the discussions / follow up actions that will be identified at the meeting.
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to discuss the information presented and to discuss follow up actions
References: 

Report of Meeting of the CBS Expert Team on Emergency Response Activities (ET-ERA), Buenos Aires, Argentina, 30 November – 4 December 2015. 

WMO, 2017: Manual on the Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System, 2017 edition (WMO-No.485).
1. INTRODUCTION 

This is the third meeting of the Expert Team for Emergency Response Activities (ET-ERA) since the decision by CBS-15 to restructure the Emergency Response Activities programme. 

The ET-ERA consists of two Task Teams that deal respectively with operational procedures for nuclear and for non-nuclear ERA.  They replaced the groups previously known as the Coordination Group for Nuclear Emergency Response Activities (CG-NERA) and the Expert Team for non-Nuclear Emergency Response Activities (ET-nNERA). 

In what follows, we present a short overview of the ERA activities that have taken place over the past three years. A detailed review of actions is covered in agenda items 4.1 (nuclear ERA) and 5.1 (non-nuclear ERA) of the present meeting.
2. ACTIVITIES OF THE ET-ERA
2.1 NUCLEAR
The nuclear ERA programme has been in place for over 22 years. A key component of the work of the ET-ERA is to maintain real time operational response readiness and capacities, in accordance with the roles and responsibilities defined in the Manual of the GDPFS.  New activities / products are also examined as ways to improve existing products and to use better delivery mechanisms.

Some of the ongoing activities include: 

- Monthly and quarterly testing between the IAEA, RTH Offenbach and the RSMCs 
- Testing and maintaining RSMC common Web pages

- Modelling for CTBTO requests

- Maintaining and updating the WMO ERA web pages

- Testing potential new products, such as the Time of Arrival 

A major emergency response exercise – ConvEx-3 (2017) – took place in June 2017. Lead by RSMCs Toulouse and Exeter, all RSMCs participated and provided the suite of standard RSMC products to the IAEA and NMHs in their respective areas of responsibility. Additionally, the ConvEx-3 (2017) exercise was used as a vehicle to further test the Time of Arrival (ToA) products that are being developed by the RSMCs. Not all RSMCs were able to take part in the ToA test but many were. Also as part of the ConvEx-3 (2017) exercise, following a request from the IAEA, RSMCs Toulouse and Exeter directly provided to the IAEA additional (non-standard) products relating to high resolution modelling and dispersion charts for the affected area. 
Regarding designation as a RSMC with responsibilities for nuclear response, during 2018 Germany expressed their interest in this and produced documentation on their capabilities against the designation criteria. After a review by the ET-ERA, CBS Management Group 18 (March 2018) recommended the designation of RSMC Offenbach. This was approved by WMO Executive Council 70 in June 2018. Congratulations to Offenbach who become the ninth RSMC to be designated with activity specialization in nuclear ERA.

Most recently, the concept of the Transfer Co-efficient Matrix (TCM) approach to dispersion modelling has begun to move forward significantly. Following discussions with WMO, representation was made to RSMC Washington to further develop a website that would allow results from all RSMCs to be hosted and displayed. 
2.2 NON-NUCLEAR
The discussions on non-nuclear ERA began in the late 1990s. The growing need and interest by WMO members for non-nuclear support lead to the establishment of the Expert Team on Modelling of Atmospheric Transport for Non-Nuclear Emergency Response Activities in 2005. 

In the years that followed, the Expert Team gradually developed the scope and concepts for non-nuclear ERA operational support. This led to a meeting of the CBS Task Team on the Development of Operational Procedures for non-Nuclear Emergency Response Activities (Melbourne, Australia, November 2012) and the development of a draft set of operational procedures, guidelines and request form for RSMC support for non-nuclear ERA. 

Discussions at the ET-ERA meetings in 2013 (College Park, USA) and 2015 (Buenos Aires, Argentina) led to testing the draft non-nuclear ERA procedures in early 2016, and fine-tuning the texts to be included in the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO, 2017). These were approved by CBS-16 (November 2016). CBS-16 also invited Member States to submit candidacies for the designation of new RSMCs with specialization in non-nuclear ERA. 
Germany and France expressed their interest and produced documentation on their capabilities against the designation criteria. After a review by the ET-ERA, CBS Management Group 18 (March 2018) recommended the designation of RSMCs Offenbach and Toulouse. This was approved by WMO Executive Council 70 in June 2018. Congratulations to these two centres who become the first to be designated with activity specialization in non-nuclear ERA.

3. CONCLUSION AND NEXT STEPS

We invite all members of the ET-ERA to participate in the discussions at the meeting and, as importantly, to actively contribute to the follow up actions that the group will agree to. How much can be accomplished and how quickly are highly dependent on the involvement of each member of the ET-ERA.
