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Summary and purpose of document

This document describes activities at RSMC Montreal from 2016 to date.
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to note and discuss the information presented in this paper
1. The RSMC Montreal reports of activities for 2016 and 2017 are available on the WMO ERA Web page. The report for 2018 will be added to the Web page in early 2019.
2. Traditional activities continue at RSMC Montreal on the nuclear ERA side. These include monthly RSMC tests, quarterly IAEA – RSMC tests, responding to CTBTO requests, etc.  The tests help to maintain operational readiness and ensure that the response, production and posting of products on common Web pages are seamless. Problems are identified and corrected as needed.  

3. The CTBTO continued to request atmospheric transport modelling support from the RSMCs and issued a total of 16 such requests between November 5, 2015 and June 19, 2018 (inclusive).  Of these, 3 were for an exercise and 13 were for real incidents.
4. RSMC Montreal participated in a special nuclear exercise with NMHS Argentina on 2 November 2017.
5. In January 2016 RSMC Montreal conducted a test of the procedures to request non-nuclear services, running of atmospheric transport and dispersion modelling and product generation, in partnership with NMHS Argentina. RSMC Montreal has submitted to the WMO an application to be designated RSMC with activity specialization in non-nuclear environmental emergency response.

6. RSMC Montreal  participated in the ConvEx-3 exercise in June 2017, and produced Time of Arrival (TOA) charts in addition to standard products.  RSMC Montreal’s products and TOA charts were sent to Mr Masami Sakamoto at RSMC Tokyo for evaluation and inclusion in a report to the ET-ERA. 
7. Regarding Action 24 of the 2015 ET-ERA meeting, transmission of CTBTO meteorological data on WMO GTS continues in two bulletins.  One bulletin is sent from RSMC Montreal and the other is sent in BUFR format from RSMC Vienna.  Individual member states of the CTBTO must assign a synoptic identification number to each station before its data can be encoded in BUFR format.  While many countries have already done so, several have yet to complete this task.
8. RSMC Montreal has ceased routine faxing.  Faxes sent to RSMC Montreal can still be received. We will only transmit faxes upon request or when required.
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