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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides information on the Emergency Response Activities (ERA) within the Regional Association II (RA II, Asia), and introduce the result of a user request survey conducted in 2016. This can be a useful example to encourage active participation of NMHSs in ERA.
Action Proposed 
The meeting is invited to discuss the Emergency Response Activities in a regional level, which are including the aspects of;
1. monitoring of the provision of products and services by designated RA II global data-processing and forecasting system (GDPFS) centres within the framework of the ERA Programme,

2. advising on evolving requirements for ERA operational systems and services.

Annex:
- Annex I: Survey Report, User Request Survey on the Emergency Response Activities (ERA) in Regional Association II (Asia).
· Annex II: Memorandum of the RSMCs for EER in RA II (draft – minor revised)
Reference:
- Seventeenth World Meteorological Congress, Geneva, 25 May-12 June 2015 (WMO-No.1157)
· Executive Council Sixty-ninth session, Geneva, 10–17 May 2017. Abridged final report with resolutions and decisions. (WMO-No.1196)
· Regional Association II (Asia) Sixteenth session, Abu Dhabi, 12–16 February 2017. Part I - Abridged final report with resolutions and decisions. (WMO-No.1188)

· Regional Association II (Asia) Sixteenth session, Abu Dhabi, 12–16 February 2017. Part II - Progress report.

https://library.wmo.int/opac/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=19873#.WgJWS3ZpGUk
1.  INTRODUCTION
The 16th Regional Association II (RA II, Asia) session was held in February 2017, and decided to continue the Emergency Response Activities (ERA) in the region. Main objectives of the activities are:
1) monitoring the provision of products and services by designated RA II GDPFS centres within the framework of the Emergency Response Activities (ERA) Programme, and
2)  advising on evolving requirements for ERA operational systems and services.

Mr. Sakamoto of Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) was re-appointed as Leader in ERA (L-ERA) at the Twelfth Session of Regional Association II (ASIA) Management Group in Geneva, May 2017.

In 2006, the RSMCs in the region (RSMCs Beijing, Obninsk, and Tokyo) agreed on the arrangement for the joint response of the Environmental Emergency Response (EER), and formed the Memorandum of the RSMCs for EER in RA II. The memorandum has been updated a) to deal with the web-based distribution of the products effectively, and b) to enhance cooperation to achieve good reachability to the registered Members.

In June 2015, the 17th World Meteorological Congress (Cg-17) noted the user request survey on ATDM products in RA II. The survey was successfully conducted in 2016, and the results were presented as part of the progress report at the 16th session of Regional Association II (Asia) in Abu Dhabi, 12–16 February 2017.
2. ERA activities up to RA II - 16
Table 1 lists the activities conducted during the period from 2013 to 2016, which were greatly supported and admired by Members in RA II.
Each RSMC in RA II continues the email / fax test to the registered members once a year. Therefore the contact information has been confirmed three times a year. This effort maintains good reachability (95% via email or fax), and the activity also provides the opportunity of dialogue between RSMCs and the registered Members.
The Theme Leader in ERA (TL-ERA: Mr. Sakamoto) and the Regional office Asia and the south-west Pacific (RAP) in the WMO Secretariat conducted a questionnaire survey for non-registered Members in 2014. A concise guidance material on EER was sent to all 35 Members in the region. The activities coincided with the Secretary General’s letter, which the Data-processing and Forecast System (DPFS) division of the WMO Secretariat sent to confirm contact information for EER. One Member (State of Kuwait) newly registered their contact information.
Table 1. ERA Activities done during 2013 - 2016
	Activity
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Carry out email / fax tests to improve reachability for the registered NMHSs and organizations in RA-II.
	done
	done
	done
	done

	Carry out questionnaires for non-registered RA-II Members.
	
	done
	
	

	Provide registered RA-II members and related organizations with a concise guidance for the standard products and the joint statement of ERA.
	
	done
	
	

	Carry out user request survey using questionnaires for registered members and potential users
	
	
	
	done


In June 2015 at the 17th World Meteorological Congress (Cg-17), the President of RA II talked about the user request survey on ATDM products planned by TL-ERA, and the report of Cg-17 (WMO No. 1157) notes the expectation of successful execution of the survey in RA II. TL-ERA drafted an explanatory document on ERA and a survey questionnaire form. The materials were reviewed by experts in ET-ERA and RA II, and the directors and officials in DPFS and RAP were also asked for their advice. TL-ERA compiled the reviews and made a final version of the document and queries (see Annex I). RAP and TL-ERA sent the explanatory document to all 35 Members, and asked 29 registered Members to answer the questionnaire. The survey was successfully conducted, and 17 Members (59%) responded with their answers, opinions, and questions.

Figure 1 summarises opinions on the current EER services by the respondents. 71% answered that they have specific operations using the EER service, and 82% of respondents were satisfied with the current EER service in RA II. 62% thought that the excise frequency was appropriate. 41% respondents needed the fax service of ERR. 76% were satisfied with the common web service. As for the new products, 76% thought the Time of Arrival (ToA) is a favourable addition to EER service, while 53% supported the Transfer Coefficient Matrix (TCM) products. Annex I presents more detail on the survey results. The answers from the respondents were remarkably positive for ERA activities.
The results of the user request survey on ERA were introduced at the 16th session of RA II as part of the progress report. TL-ERA kindly answered questions from the respondents, and the questions and answers are found in the progress report (Annex I).
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2. Action Plans Relating to ERA within RA II

The sixteenth session of RA II was held in Abu Dhabi, February 2017, and adopted its working structures and operational plans. Activities of the Expert Group on Operational Forecasting (EG-OF) relating to the ERA Programme was decided to be continued for 2017 – 2020. Relating operating plans are found in the abridged final report with resolutions and decisions (WMO-No.1188). Table 2 shows the operating plan
The planned actions regarding ERA include “Convey appropriate requests from Members to the CBS Expert Team on Emergency Response Activities (ET-ERA)”, and this document is to introduce the results to ET-ERA members, and to encourage them to discuss on the user requests.
It is also planned to “provide Members with a concise guidance for the transition to the new Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) manual regarding the Environmental Emergency Response (EER)”, because the definitions of the services by the GDPFS centres are updated in the new manual. The Executive Council adopted the revised Manual on the GDPFS, as proposed by CBS (Resolution 18, WMO-No.1196) However, the efforts for the revisions of the details of the manual have been still continuing. The nominating processes for the newly developed service like the non-nuclear ERA were not yet completed. It is too early to present such an explanatory note for the new manual. Therefore such activities will be done in 2019 or later. 

Table 2. Operating Plan 2017–2020 regarding ERA in Regional Association II (ASIA)
	KEY
PERFORMANCE
INDICATOR
	DELIVERABLE
	PROGRAMME
	TC
	REGION
	ACTIVITY
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020

	1.1.1
	Improved reachability of ERA products and services to RA II Members
	WWW,
ERA
	CBS
	RA II
	Continue e-mail / fax tests to improve reachability for the registered NMHSs
	Done
	X
	X
	X

	1.1.1
	Enhanced communication with ET-ERA through the provision of Members' requirements
	WWW,
ERA
	CBS
	RA II
	(a) Carry out a user request survey 
(b) Convey appropriate requests from Members to CBS ET- ERA
	Done (a)
	(b)
	
	

	1.1.1
	Continuous provision of RSMC EER services to Members in transition of the Manual.
	WWW,
ERA
	CBS
	RA II
	Provide Members with a concise guidance for the transition to the new GDPFS manual regarding EER
	
	
	X
	X


3. The memorandum and the outcome of the consolidation efforts by RA II RSMCs
   The 49th session of the WMO Executive Council (Ec-49) in 1997 designated three RSMCs in RA II (Beijing, Obninsk, and Tokyo). Because there are three centres in a region, communication among three parties is necessary when preparing and issuing the joint statement. The centres had found it very difficult to make consensus on the description of the statement in a timely manner. On 9 November 2006, three centres agreed on the Memorandum of the RSMCs for EER in RA II (see Annex II). The Memorandum provides the arrangement for the joint response with in the region, and the communication among the centres became getting smoother and better organized since then.

    On 5 November 2010, the amendment of the Memorandum was done to accommodate email and web provision of the products. At the same time, the centres agreed that each centre conducts the email and facsimile test once a year (three times a year in total), and added the arrangement on the communication test within the region as Memorandum C. The cooperative effort continues since then, and almost all registered members have become reachable either by email and/or by facsimile. The effort by three centres sustains the contact information within the region, and it support basic measures to monitoring the service provision as part of ERA in RA II.
4. Other businesses
On 15 February 2015, the Director of the Legal and International Affairs Department of Islamic Republic of Iran Meteorological Organization (IRIMO): Ms. Mina Jabbari asked TL-ERA about the GTS message WNXX01 IAEA. IRIMO could not receive the message through GTS. TL-ERA kindly explained that WNXX01 IAEA is sent by RTH Offenbach and suggested that it is more appropriate to ask RTH regarding the issue. At ET-ERA meeting in Buenos Aires 2015, Mr. Sakamoto (TL-ERA at the time and a member of ET-ERA) asked Mr. Foerstner (a member from RTH Offenbach) to contact IRIMO regarding the issue. RA II wishes to have a progress in this regard.
In May 2017, Mr. Chaput, an officer of the Incident and Emergency Centre (IEC) of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), requested Mr. Sakamoto (L-ERA) to support Dr. Kampanart Silva (a researcher) of the Nuclear Research and Development Division of the Thailand Institute of Nuclear Technology. Dr. Silva asked if he can utilize the weather information necessary for his work related to the ASEAN Network for the Nuclear Power Safety Research. L-ERA kindly advised him to ask the Thai Meteorological Department (TMD) for support, because the national meteorological centers (NMCs) are responsible to assist governmental and civil activities within the individual nations.
Some of the registered Members in the region have asked L-ERA to inform them of the exercise schedules beforehand, especially when WNXX01 IAEA is sent though GTS. L-ERA kindly announces them not only on the scheduled exercises but also on unscheduled ones like Convex conducted by IAEA.
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Figure 1 Overview on the users’ opinions on the current EER service.
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What is your overall satisfaction rating with regards to the current ERA service?
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‘What do you think regarding the current exercises on EER?
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Do you have specific purposes to require continuation of the fax service?
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What is your satisfaction with regards to RSMC's common web service?
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