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Proposed changes to the IAEA request form
(Submitted by the Chair)
Summary and purpose of document

This paper outlines a proposed change to the format of the request form, issued by the IAEA to WMO RSMCs during an emergency. The purpose of such a change is to enhance the clarity of the information passed by IAEA to the RSMCs
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to discuss both the proposed changes and any follow up actions
1. INTRODUCTION 

In the event of an environmental emergency, involving the release of a pollutant into the atmosphere, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) can request assistance from the WMO RSMCs (Regional Specialised Meteorological Centres) with responsibility for ATDM (Atmospheric Dispersion and Transport Modelling). The request for assistance is delivered through the Environmental Emergency Response Request for WMO RSMC Support by IAEA form.
 2. ISSUE
Any request for assistance necessarily requires that a considerable amount of information is passed from the IAEA to the RSMCs in order that dispersion models can be adequately initiated, before the results of these model simulations are then passed back to the IAEA as well as to other users. 

The current request form has been developed over a period of years, modified by the adoption of small changes that have been suggested by both the IAEA and RSMCs. As a result, it could be argued that the clarity of the information contained in the request form has, over time, been degraded. This is reflected in the fact that, on a fairly regular basis, RSMCs have been known to initiate their dispersion models with incorrect source term information as a result of misunderstanding (or misreading) the request form.

3. PROPOSAL

It is the view of some of the ET-ERA members that the information on the request form could be made clearer by adopting a more tabular approach on the form, especially when considering the source term information. In addition, a general “clean-up” of the form could be undertaken in order to address some anomalies that have arisen over the last few years, e.g. related information appearing in different sections of the form.
A suggested amended version of the IAEA request form can be seen in Appendix I. The meeting is invited to discuss the merits, or otherwise, of the proposed changes to the form.

4. ACTION IF APPROVED

IAEA to implement the new form as part of their request process.
Appendix I 
Environmental Emergency Response Request for WMO RSMC Support by IAEA – proposed new form:
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Environmental Emergency Response Request for
WMO RSMC Support by IAEA

The IAEA sends the completed form by fax to all RSMCs and RTH Offenbach. At the same time the
1AEA requires the ‘Lead’ RSMCs (selected by an X on the form) to confirm their receipt of this form

SENDERS NAMI

INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

COMMUNICATION DETAILS:

el

43 12600 22023 - use to confirm receipt of request
Fax: +43 126007 29303 - use to confirm receipt of request

Email:iec3@iaea.org - use to confirm receipt of request

Ifyou are alead RSMC, receipt of t
methods

form must be confirmed to the IAEA by one of the above

Date/Time of Request: yyyy-mm-dd hhvmm (UTC)
STATUS: [ EMERGENCY [ EXERCISE

REQUESTED RSMCS.

(ndicate the lead RSMCs by  checkmark below)
CIEXETER CITOULOUSE

I MELBOURNE

CIMONTREAL [J WASHINGTON

CIBEUING CITOKYO I OBNINSK

CIRTH Offenbach

DECLARED EMERGENCY CLASS: L] NONE L] OTHER, specify (Choose an iterm)

ACTION REQUIRED

CINONE

GO ON STANDBY (request for products or for assistance on weather conditions is to be expected)
[JLEAD RSMCs ONLY: GENERATE PRODUCTS® AND SEND TO IAEA ONLY using e-mal

[JALL RSMCs: GENERATE PRODUCTS® AND DISTRIBUTE WITHIN YOUR REGION(S) and post resuts
on the RSMC common web pages

[J OTHER ACTION: Lead RSMCs: generate products, send to IAEA and post results on the RSMC
common web pages. Other RSMCs: run your ATDM to generate products and post results on the
RSMC common web pages.

*Appendix 2.2.26, Manual on the Global Processing and Forecasting System, WMO. 485
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Environmental Emergency Response Request for - Word

at you want to do.

Styles

'SOURCE TERM CHARACTERISTICS:

Essential accident information for model simulation. f any information s not available (ie.is left
blank] then dispersion model will execute with standard default values.

AQB aseocer osbcene asbee:

jormal | TNoSpac.. Heading1 Heading2 ~ Title Subtitle  Subtle Em... Emphasis

AaBbCcDC AaBLCCD AABECCDE AABECCDE AaBBCCD(

NAME OF RELEASE SITE AND COUNTRY (acility and place)

'GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF RELEASE 2009005 decimal degrees ON 0
(MUST BE COMPLETED) Yy vy decimal degrees CIE 0w
START OF RELEASE (Date/Time) mm-g6/h mm(UTC)

DURATION xHours

End of Release (Date/Time)

RADIONUCLIDE SPECIES Species
TOTAL RELEASE QUANTITY XExy (Becauerel)

Pollutant Release rate o000 (Becquerel/Hour)

Effective Height of Release Dsurface
3 release height: base: 20 (m), top: 500 (m)

Additional nformation that MAY be available for improved simulation

SITE ELEVATION o )

LOCAL METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS NEAR
ACCIDENT (e.g. (wind speed, wind direction,
weather, cloudiness, precipitation, etc.

‘OTHER INFORMATION (e.. (nature of accident,
cause, fire explosion, controlled release,
foreseeable development, normal activity,
projected conditions, etc.

To be completed by RSMC

DATE/TIME OF RECEIPT OF REQUEST: (wr)
FOR LEAD RSMC(s) ONLY
DATE/TIME OF RETURN CONFIRMATION OF RECEIPT: wrg
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