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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1.
OPENING OF THE MEETING

The joint meeting of the Expert Teams on Long-Range Forecasting (Infrastructure and Verification) of the CBS OPAG on DPFS will be held at ECMWF in Reading from 3 to 7 April 2006.  The meeting will commence on Monday 3 April at 9.30 a.m. 

2.
ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

2.1
Adoption of the agenda

The session will be invited to consider the provisional agenda with a view to its adoption.

2.2
Other organizational questions

The Expert Team will agree on details concerning the organization of its work including working hours. 

3.
PROGRESS ON EXCHANGE OF ENSEMBLES PRODUCTS AND DEVELOPMENT OF MULTI-MODEL ENSEMBLES

The Meeting will consider mechanisms to facilitate the exchange of model ensemble products to promote the development of multi‑model seasonal forecasting systems.  It will review the scientific benefits of the development of multi‑model ensemble (MME) for long-range forecasting and consider the status of MME centres.  The meeting will discuss the need and possibility for definition of minimal ensemble size for practical considerations (for hindcast runs vs. real-time runs, and for nesting limited area models).
4. DATA NEEDS FOR PRODUCING GLOBAL LRF

The Meeting will review the data needs for global LRF, in particular for specific land surface data, like soil moisture and also for ocean sub-surface data.  The results of the discussion will lead to specific recommendations not only for CBS, but also for GCOS.  
5. OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES FOR DISSEMINATION AND EXCHANGE OF PRODUCTS, TERMS AND CONDITIONS

The dissemination and exchange of products will be considered especially regarding rules and procedures implied by Resolution 40.  Some clarification on the essential versus additional products for Long-range forecasts will have to be elaborated.  The role of GPCs, RCCs and NMCs need to be clarified also.  The need for a Central Facilitation Centre will be discussed.  
6. NEEDS OF RCCs-NMCs

The needs of NMCs and then of RCCs will be considered by the Team, in particular:

· Relative to products (e.g. access to boundary conditions for downscaling)

· Relative to data

-
Relative to training

7. STATUS OF LEAD CENTRES FOR VERIFICATION OF LRF
The status of the Lead Centres implementation will be reviewed and in particular the report of the first reception of verification data from GPCs.  The meeting will propose, if any, necessary recommendation to contribute to further development of the activities of the Lead Centre for the benefit of RCCs and NMCs. 

8.
VERIFICATION TECHNIQUES

The Meeting will review the Standard Verification System, and propose any simplification possible.  It will also consider:

· New scores for ensemble

· New scores for multi-model ensemble

· Standard way to define terciles

· Verification of extremes

· Skill for ensemble spread

· Standardised data sets (to be put on Web site)

· Standardised hindcast period

