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PROGRESS ON EXCHANGE OF ENSEMBLES PRODUCTS AND DEVELOPMENT OF MULTI-MODEL ENSEMBLES

Definition of minimal ensemble size for practical considerations (for hindcast runs vs. real-time runs, and for nesting limited area models)
 (Submitted by Dr Arun Kumar)

Summary and Purpose of Document

This document raises a question for notion of “optimal ensemble size”. 
ACTION PROPOSED

The Meeting is invited to discuss that issue with a view to agree on some recommendation if necessary.  

DISCUSSION

Some additional comments and question:

· Is the notion of “optimal ensemble size” a correct one?

· Larger and larger ensembles obviously are better and better.  An alternate may be to ask the question about the ensemble size with respect to “return of investment,” i.e., beyond a point skill of a seasonal ensemble prediction system asymptotes and larger and larger ensemble result in smaller amount of gain in skill.  Same holds for the length of hindcasts.
















