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Develop revised strategies for verification ex-change, including for LC-LRFMME multi-model products, real-time verification and support to GSCU
(Submitted by Arun Kumar)

Summary and purpose of document

This document summarizes the activities under the Sub-Team 2 (ST2) on developing strategies for verification and coordination between LC-LRFMME and LC-SVSLRF
Action Proposed

The meeting is invited to discuss the document and recommend actions
Annex(es):
- …….

· …….

Reference(s):
- …….

· …….

DEVELOP REVISED STRATEGIES FOR VERIFICATION EX-CHANGE, INCLUDING FOR LC-LRFMME MULTI-MODEL PRODUCTS, REAL-TIME VERIFICATION AND SUPPORT TO GSCU
1. The ET-OPSLS, at the 2014 meeting in Exeter, adopted a plan for new arrangements for coordinating the verification of GPC forecasts that follows a “centralized” approach in which the LC-LRFMME calculates the SVSLRF diagnostics using hindcast data from those GPCs that provide it. Under these arrangements, GPCs may delegate generation of the SVSLRF scores to the LC-LRFMME. The centralized activity has some notable advantages and allows harmonization with the verification activities undertaken for the Global Seasonal Climate Update (GSCU). In fact, development of a verification capability to serve the Global Seasonal Climate Updated (GSCU) led to the capability of the LC-LRFMME to host a centralized verification activity.
2. In Beijing 2016, ET-OPSLS agreed that the LC-LRFMME should activate the new verification facility and website, coordinating with the LC-SVSLRF to ensure linkage to the verification maps across the two websites. It was decided that the LC-SVSLRF website should remain active as a source of information and code for the SVSLRF and that the current verification maps should be removed and replaced with links to the new LC-LRFMME maps at the earliest opportunity.
3. Under the new streamlined arrangement the LC-LRFMME will perform verification calculations and generate associated graphics. The ET-OPSLS also agreed to keep the website as the repository of verification information and link to LC-LRFMME for the verification products. The ET also agreed to task Sub-Team 2 (ST2) to revisit the SVSLRF standards for real time verification and the role of Lead Centres. It was also agreed that ST2 and the LC-SVSLRF would review and update if necessary the recommendations made on the LC-SVSLRF website regarding observational datasets for verification of seasonal forecasts.
4. LC-LRFMME has made considerable progress in implementing verification functions of LC-LRFMME and the progress was discussed under the agenda item 4.4.

5. IPET-OPSLS is invited to review the tasks of ST2 to (a) remove current verification plots (that have not been updated) and replace with text explanation at the LC-SVSLRF, (b) discuss future direction and needs for the LC-SVSLRF.
