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Summary and purpose of document

This document discusses the current issuance date for the forecast from LC-LRFMME and raises possibility for change in the release to an earlier date
Action Proposed

The meeting is invited to discuss the contents of this document, and if needed propose follow up actions.
Annex(es):
- …….

Reference(s):
- …….

CHANGING THE RELEASE DATE FOR LC-LRFMME FORECAST
1. At present, the final seasonal forecast by the LC-LRFMME is released around 25th of the month and is valid for the next season. The release date is determined by (a) when GPCs submit forecast to the LC-LRFMME, (b) time to process the data, and (c) possible restrictions due to seasonal forecast release date by GPCs themselves (in their role as NMHSs). An earlier forecast release date will be beneficial for some of the users, e.g., RCCs.
2. In general, based on the statistics available at the LC-LRFMME website, it seems seasonal forecasts from all 13 GPCs, in general, become available around 20th of the month (Fig. 1).
3. LC-LRFMME also seems to be following the practice of updating the seasonal forecasts as the seasonal forecast data from GPCs come in. Following this protocol, the forecast of next season keeps getting updated, for example, on 10th of the month the seasonal forecast displayed at the LC-LRFMME website may be based on forecast data from five GPCs while on 15th of the month the seasonal forecast maybe based on data from eight GPCs.
4. It is proposed that IPET-OPSLS review the submission dates from seasonal forecasts from various GPCs and investigate feasibility of (a) formally advancing the date for providing an interim version of the seasonal forecast. This “interim” version maybe will be based on forecasts a sub-set of GPCs, and (b) subsequently, this interim forecast will be replaced by the final seasonal forecast when the forecast data from all 13 GPCs.
5. IPET-OPSLS can also consider if the submission date of seasonal forecasts from GPCs can be made earlier. Depending on the seasonal forecast schedule, this may not be feasible but will be a useful discussion.
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Due to the electrical safety inspection, the WMO LC-LRFMME service will be
temporarily unavailable from 18:00 PM on Friday 25 May until 09:00 AM on
Saturday 26 May, 2018 (Korea standard time).

We apologise for any inconvenience.

As of Bth March 2018, WMO LC-LRFMME opens the graphical products to the

public without password restriction by agreement among GPCs.

Anyone can use the graphical products freely.

Please note that you needs to login to get the digital products. Thank you.
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Figure 1: A screenshot of dates when the seasonal data from all 13 GPCs is received at LC-LRFMME. Forecast data for various seasons was received on following dates: for JJA on 17th May; MJJ on 3rd May; AMJ on 23rd March; MAM on 22nd February; FMA on 22nd January.
