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Summary and purpose of document

This document discusses a proposal to include a new class of Regional Specialized Meteorological Centers (RSMCs) in the Global Data Processing Forecast System (GDPFS) Manual.
Action Proposed

The meeting is invited to discuss this document and develop strategies to advance the concept further.
Annex(es):
- …….

Reference(s):
- …….
DESIGNATION OF NEW CLASS OF RSMCS FOR ADDITIONAL GLOBAL PRODUCTS
1. The Manual on the Global Data Processing Forecast System (GDPFS) contains specification for various Regional Specialized Meteorological Centers (RSMCs). The RSMC specification in the GDPFS Manual includes designation criteria that RSMC shall perform (i.e., the mandatory functions). In the context of the IPET-OPSLS, the RSMCs of interest are GPC-LRF, LC-LRFMME, LC-SVSLRF, GPC-ADCP and LC-ADCP. Another RSMC of interest is the RCC.
2. Various centers in the GDPFS Manual provide the basis for the operational infrastructure within WMO and set the standards for the exchange of data and services across centers.

3. The GDPFS Manual evolve continually to meet emerging requirement and science advances that lead to changes in operational practices. An example is the recent designation of GPC-ADCP and LC-ADCP.

4. Under the WMO Commission for Climatology (CCl), Climate Services Information System (CSIS) is an important component to advance the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS). CSIS is the “operational” component of the GSCS to deliver climate information that includes monitoring and prediction (e.g., monthly, seasonal, decadal). Advancement of CSIS requires development of operational infrastructure to meet its requirements. Because the technical standards for “operational infrastructure” falls under the GDPFS (and its Manual), RSMCs in support of CSIS are part of the GDPFS Manual. Examples of RSMCs that support CSIS operational requirements are GPC-LRF, LC-LRFMME, LC-SVSLRF, GPC-ADCP, LC-ADCP, RCC.
5. To further support the “operational component” of the CSIS, GDPFS needs to evolve further. Some of evolution needs designation of centers to span forecasting on different time-scales and also designation of centers that go beyond the traditional role of forecasting (for example, to support operational CSIS requirements for climate monitoring).
6. In February 2018, the Implementation and Coordination Team for the Data Processing and Forecast Systems (ICT-DPFS) met in Geneva. One of functions of the ICT-DPFS is to coordinate the GDPFS Manual and its evolution. ICT-DPFS is made up of several Expert Teams and Task Teams (IPET-OPSLS being one). The February 2018 meeting of the IPET-DPFS was to discuss priorities during the next intersessional period (which will be after 18th WMO Congress (Cg-18) in 2019.
7. One of the priorities discussed during the IPET-DPFS meeting was to consider designation of new class of RSMCs to meet evolving operational requirements of the CSIS. Three RSMCs were discussed. These included

· A new class of RSMCs that include centers that maintain Climate Reanalysis.
· A new class of RSMCs that provide Climate Monitoring on global scale.
· Expansion of the current GPC portfolio to cover sub-seasonal forecasts on global scale.
8. The proposal for the new class of RSMCs was presented during the CBS Technical Conference (TECO) in March 2018 (Annex 1). The proposal needs to be endorsed by the CBS Management Group (CBS-MG) and presented during the WMO 70th Executive Council (EC-70). If endorsed, the IPET-OPSLS needs to oversee the development of new class of RSMCs to be eventually included in the GDPFS Manual.
9. IPET-OPSLS is invited to discuss the concept of proposed RSMCs and considering the actions subsequent to the CBS-MG and recommendations put forward to the EC-70, consider future actions.

Annex I

1. Link to the presentation during the CBS TECO in March 2018 with the proposal for new class of RSMCs
http://meetings.wmo.int/cbs-teco-2018/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/cbs-teco-2018/Presentations/Presentations/CBS-TECO-2018-Item-IV.7(1)-Key%20CSIS%20Functions%20with%20the%20evolving%20GDPFS%20-KUMAR.pptx&action=default
The presentation is also provided as an Annex to the this Agenda Item 6.7.
