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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information on the CBS and CCL decisions 
Action Proposed

The meeting is invited to comment and advise on follow up actions, and to consider them during discussions under the relevant Agenda items. 

· Annex:  
REVIEW OF CBS AND CCL DECISIONS AND DEVELOPMENT RELEVANT TO ET-OPSLS 
Cg-17 (2015) (excerpt)

4.1(2).24
Congress noted and encouraged new activities initiated in support of seamless forecasting including:

(a)
A pilot activity, the purpose of which is the development and use of multi-model ensemble products including imagery for display, and standard procedures for verification of extended-range forecasts which could be used to support the operational exchange of these products.  This could include the display of real-time sub-seasonal forecasts from GPCs making operational sub-seasonal forecasts. This exchange, coordinated by the Lead Centre for Long Range Forecast Multi-Model Ensemble (LC-LRFMME) is in close collaboration with the WWRP/ WCRP Sub-seasonal to Seasonal (S2S) project; and,
(b)
In support of the GFCS, to continue the exchange of real-time multi-annual to decadal forecasts which is currently informally hosted by the UK Met Office.  Noting the discussions by CCl-16 and CBS-Ext.(2014), and the work of the ET-OPSLS, Congress requested CBS and CCl, in close collaboration with WCRP, to assess the adequacy of real-time multi-annual to decadal forecasts for operational use, and, if appropriate, to make recommendations to CBS‑16 on a new formal arrangement, for example through a new Lead Centre for multi-annual to decadal prediction, so that Members can benefit from this new prediction capability.
4.1(2).26
Congress noted that, following the recommendation by the CBS-CCl Workshop on “Operational Long-range Forecasting: GPCs and RCCs, in support of NMHSs and RCOFs” (Brasilia, Brazil, November 2013), CBS and CCl have reviewed the availability of the GPCs’ hindcast and forecast data on the LC-LRFMME website, in the context of understanding of each GPC’s data policy, and recognized that there was a potential for improvement in data availability at the LC-LRFMME website. In this context, Congress approved for implementation the amendment to the Manual on the GDPFS, Volume I, related to the access to GPC data and visualization products held by the LC-LRFMME, based on a recommendation by the presidents of CBS and CCl. Congress adopted the CBS and CCl presidents’ recommendation in draft Resolution 4.1(2)/2 (Cg‑17) – Amendments to the Manual on the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) (WMO-No. 485)
CBS-MG (Meeting 15-19 April 2016)
A meeting of representatives of TCs to discuss how to address the Resolution 11 of Cg-17 to move to “Enhanced, integrated and seamless Global Data-Processing and Forecasting Systems”  was held 10-12 Feb 2016 in Geneva. Discussions led to the development of outlines of white paper on the issue and a draft structure of the implementation plan. A preliminary draft of the white paper is being circulated to participants for their comments.  I will also be shared with ET-OPSLS members for comments.  CBS MG agreed that Participants will constitute a Steering Group and will report to CBS-MG for the continuation of work related to addressing the Resolution 11 of Cg-17.

CBS-MG also made a decision to move the Inter-Program Team on Space Weather Information System and Services (IPT-SWISS) from Obs to the OPAG DPFS.  

CCL (2014) 
8.3.6 The Commission noted that climate-sensitive socio-economic sectors have multi-annual
to decadal or near-term planning timescales which are not currently well served with prediction information. It recognized that the development of prediction information on climate variability and change on this timescale is required to fill a widely-acknowledged gap in information for decision-makers. The Commission noted the recent progress in the development of multi-annual to decadal prediction systems, and the concerted efforts to coordinate informal exchange of real-time decadal predictions. The Commission recognized the current scientific limitations to predictive skill on this timescale and the anticipated contributions of WCRP and OPACE III in this regard. The Commission further recognized that there were some concerns regarding multi-annual to decadal predictions in view of operational services, including ensuring judicious use of the predictions, understanding their limitations and in their harmonization with national decadal outlooks prepared by NMHSs. The Commission requested ET-OPSLS to continue their task regarding the multi-annual to decadal predictions. 

Annex

Draft Resolution 4.1(2)/2 (Cg-17)

AMENDMENTS TO THE MANUAL ON THE GLOBAL DATA-PROCESSING AND FORECASTING SYSTEM (gdpfs) (wmo-no. 485)
THE WORLD METEOROLOGICAL CONGRESS,

Having considered the Abridged Final Report with Resolutions and Recommendations of the Extraordinary Session 2014 of the Commission for Basic Systems (WMO-No. 1140), concerning the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) and Emergency Response Activities (ERA),

Noting the Manual on the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (WMO-No. 485),

Noting further Recommendation 15 (CBS-Ext.(2014)) – Procedures for maintaining Manuals and Guides managed by the Commission for Basic Systems, 
Considering the urgent need to review the access to GPC Data and Visualization Products held by the LC-LRFMME (WMO-No. 485, Volume I, Global Aspects, Attachment II.12, Item 6), jointly managed by the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) and the Commission for Climatology (CCl),

Decides to take action as follows:

(1)
Approves the amendment to the Manual on the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) (WMO-No. 485), Volume I, Global Aspects, Attachment II.12, Item 6, as given in the Annex to this resolution, to take effect from 1 July 2015;

(2)
Authorizes the Secretary-General, in consultation with the president of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS), to make the necessary editorial changes, and requests the Secretary-General to incorporate the amendment in the Manual on the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System.
__________

Annex. 1

Annex to draft Resolution 4.1(2)/2 (Cg-17)

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE MANUAL ON THE GLOBAL DATA-PROCESSING AND FORECASTING SYSTEM (gdpfs) RELATED TO ACCESS TO GPC DATA AND VISUALIZATION PRODUCTS HELD BY THE LEAD CENTRES FOR LRFMME (wmo-no. 485, Volume I, Global Aspects, Attachment II.12, Item 6)

6. ACCESS TO GPC DATA AND VISUALIZATION PRODUCTS HELD BY THE LEAD CENTRES FOR LRFMME

(a) Access to GPC data and graphical products from LC-LRFMME Websites will be password protected.

(b) Digital GPC data will be only redistributed in cases where the GPC data policy allows it. In other cases, requests for GPC output should be referred to the relevant GPC.

(c) Formally designated GPCs and RCCs, NMHSs and institutions coordinating RCOFs are eligible for password protected access to information held and produced by the LC-LRFMME. Entities which are in demonstration phase to seek designation as GPCs or RCCs are also eligible for password protected access to information held and produced by the LC-LRFMME, provided a formal notification has been issued in this regard by the WMO Secretary-General.

(d) Institutions other than, but providing contributions to, those identified in (c) above, may also request access to LC-LRFMME products. These institutions, referred to as “supporting institutions” and including research centres, require endorsement letters from: (1) the Permanent Representative of the country where they are hosted; and (2) the executive manager of the entity they wish to provide contributions to (i.e., RCCs, Institutions coordinating RCOFs and NMHSs). The use of LC-LRFMME products by supporting institutions is restricted to assistance of the organizations identified in (c) in their production of official forecast outputs. Supporting institutions may not use LC-LRFMME products to generate and display/disseminate independent forecast products. Supporting institutions must agree with these restrictions to be eligible for access. Prior to access being granted to an applicant supporting institution, the LC-LRFMME will refer the application to the CBS-CCl Expert Team on Operational Prediction from Subseasonal to Longer time Scales (ET-OPSLS) through the WMO Secretariat, for final consultation and review. Decisions to allow access must be unanimous. The Lead Centre will be informed by the WMO Secretariat of such new users accepted for access.

(e) A list of users provided with password access will be maintained by LC-LRFMME and reviewed periodically by the CBS-CCl ET-OPSLS, to measure the degree of effective use and also to identify any changes in status of eligible users, and determine further necessary follow-up. 

