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TITLE OF THE DOCUMENT
Manual on Procedures for Generating Regional Seasonal Forecasts
(Submitted by Arun Kumar)

Summary and purpose of document

This document provides an update on the Task Team on the “Manual on Procedures for Generating Regional Seasonal Forecasts”
Action Proposed

The meeting is invited to… 

Annex(es):
- …….

· …….

Reference(s):
- …….

· …….

In ET-OPSLS meeting Exeter, UK, 10-14 March, 2014, one of the recommendations was to form a TT on “Scoping the development of a technical guidance manual to assist with and provide some standardization for generating regional seasonal outlooks”. The recommendation stated:

“7.1.5 Development of technical guidance manuals on the use of GPC/LC forecasts

The Brasilia workshop also confirmed a need for technical guidance manuals to assist with and provide some standardisation in, procedures for using GPC output in the production of regional seasonal forecasts. Mr Kolli informed the ET that WMO resources are available for development of a globally distributable manual on procedures for generating regional seasonal forecasts. The ET agreed to scope the development of such a manual using a Task Team (TT6: on scoping development of a manual on procedures for generating regional seasonal forecasts). The task team will comprise Mr Arun Kumar (Chair), Mr Jean-Pierre Ceron, Mr Caio Coelho, Ms Laura Ferranti and Mr Richard Graham and will begin by outlining the required contents of the manual. Mr Graham reminded the Team of the related activity represented by the developing West Africa Forecaster’s Handbook, which will contain a section on seasonal forecasting. It was agreed that it may be instructive for the Task Team to review the seasonal section of the Handbook, and Mr Graham was requested to contact the Handbook’s authors in this regard.”
To follow up on this recommendation TT6 developed a focused breakout session during the “First WMO Workshop on Operational Climate Prediction” held in Pune, India, 9-11 November, 2015. The breakout session on “Framework for a guidance document for recommended long-range prediction practices based on the review of current long-range forecast practices” was chaired by Dr. Adrian Trotman from CIMH (Caribbean Institute for Meteorology and Hydrology), Barbados. A summary presentation by Dr. Trotman included recommendations for the guidance document. Recommendations include following in the final sections:
· Guidelines for best science practices for developing seasonal outlooks
· Guidelines on presentation of seasonal outlooks

· Guidelines on procedures for developing seasonal outlooks

· Guidelines on documenting rationale behind the final seasonal forecast guidance released to the users
A more detailed summary of recommendations can be found in 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/wcasp/documents/workshop/pune2015PPT/day3/Breaout3-Trotman_Summary_Forecast_Procedures.pdf
The recommendations included in this documents provides a good basis for the future development of the technical guidance manual to assist with and provide some standardization for generating regional seasonal outlooks.
