2.2.3.
Regional climate prediction and monitoring
Centres participating in activity 2.2.3, regional climate prediction and monitoring, shall perform the following functions:

1) Operational activities for Long Range Forecasting (LRF), both dynamical and statistical, within the range of a 1-month to 2 year timescale, based on regional needs:

· Interpret and assess relevant LRF products from Global Producing Centres for Long Range Forecasts (GPCs), make use of the products from the Lead Centre for Standard Verification for LRF (refer to II.2.3.3), distribute relevant information to users, and provide feedback to GPCs (guidelines are given in Annex A.II.2.2.3-a);

· Generate regional and subregional tailored products relevant to user needs, including seasonal outlooks;

· Generate “consensus” statement on forecasts;
· Generate and display forecast verification
· Provide online access to products and services;

· Assess use of products and services through feedback from users.

2) Operational activities for climate monitoring:

· Perform climate diagnostics including analysis of climate variability and extremes, at the regional and subregional scales;

· Establish a historical reference climatology for the region and/or subregions;

· Implement a regional climate watch.
3) Operational data services, to support operational LRF and climate monitoring;

· Develop quality controlled regional climate datasets, gridded where applicable;
· Provide climate database and archiving services.

4) Training in the use of operational RCC products and services: 
· Provide information on methodologies and product specifications for mandatory RCC products, and provide guidance on their use;
· Coordinate training for RCC users in interpretation and use of mandatory RCC products.
These RSMCs are known as Regional Climate Centres (RCCs).
Details on functions are provided in Appendix A.II.2.2.3-a. Additional requirements for RCC functions may vary in detail from Region to Region. A list of highly recommended, but not mandatory, functions is given in Appendix A.II.2.2.3-b.
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