EXPERT TEAM ON OPERATIONAL PREDICTIONS FROM SUB-SEASONAL 
TO LONG TIME-SCALES 

Exeter, UK, 10-14 March 2014
Information Note for Participants

The meeting will be held from 10th to 14th March 2014 at the Met Office in Exeter, UK.
Airport transfers
London Heathrow

Heathrow Express trains run to London Paddington every 15 minutes - www.heathrowexpress.com/
Trains run from London Paddington to Exeter St David’s approximately every hour - http://www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk/
The Railair Coaches connect with Exeter St David’s Station via Reading train station. http://www.railair.com/
London Gatwick

Gatwick Express trains run to London Victoria every 15 minutes - http://www.gatwickexpress.com/
The Circle Line on the London Underground connects London Victoria with London Paddington.

http://www.londontoolkit.com/accommodation/victoria_transfers.htm
Trains run from London Paddington to Exeter St David’s approximately every hour - http://www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk/
Bristol International Airport

Bristol International Flyer Express coach service run from Bristol Airport to Bristol Temple Meads train station. Trains from Bristol Temple Meads run directly to Exeter St David’s approx every hour.

http://www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk/
Accommodation (PLEASE BOOK DIRECTLY WITH THE HOTEL)
Southgate Hotel, Exeter (http://www.mercure.com)
The Southgate Hotel is 3km from Exeter St David’s station and 6km from Met Office.

The rate per superior double Guestroom is approximately £95.20 plus a further £15.50 for breakfast.
Jury’s Inn, Exeter (http://exeterhotels.jurysinns.com/)
The Jury’s Inn is 3km from Exeter St David’s station and 6km from the Met Office.
The rate per Double room is approximately £79.00 plus a further £10.00 for Buffet Breakfast.
Express Holiday Inn, Exeter (www.hiexpress.co.uk)
A short walk from the Met Office and 6km from Exeter St David’s station. The rate per double room is £87.00 including breakfast.
Premier Inn, Exeter (http://www.premierinn.com/en/hotel/EXEHON/exeter-m5-j29 )

Also a short walk from the Met Office. Rate per double room, £80 plus £11.25 for breakfast.
For more options, please see: 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/contact/in-exeter 

Meals and Refreshments

Breakfast, lunch and dinner are available Monday to Friday at the Met Office canteen.  The Barn Owl Pub, next door to the Holiday Inn also offers an extensive lunch and dinner menu seven days a week.  Tea, coffee and light refreshments will be available free of charge during the meeting.

Visa Requirements

Delegates travelling from outside the European Economic Area may need a Visa to visit the UK. Please use this link to the UK Border Agency for more information:

http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/
Security Requirements
Visitors to the Met Office must be issued with a security pass which needs to be applied for before arrival. Please complete the attached Visitor Detail form as soon as possible (by 28th February at the latest) and return to security@metoffice.gov.uk so that we can arrange for your security pass to be ready in Met Office Reception when you arrive.

Non-UK attendees should also bring their passport on the first day of the meeting.

Local Travel
From Exeter city centre

The Park and Ride service (PR2/M2) provides a regular, quick route from Exeter city centre every 12 minutes, and stops at the Honiton Road Park and Ride stop, from which it is a 10-minute walk to the Met Office. This service departs from Paris Street (stop 17), or Sidwell Street (stop 19). Journey time approximately 20 minutes.

Service B operates every half hour and passes Pinhoe railway station. On the journey from the city centre you need to alight at Honiton Road Park and Ride stop, from which it is a 10-minute walk to the Met Office. However, on the return journey the service passes through the Met Office site. This service departs from the High Street (stop 3) and Sidwell Street (stop 19). Journey time approximately 26 minutes.

Service 56 operates approximately hourly from the bus station in Paris Street. Journey time approximately 26 minutes.

From Exeter St Davids railway station

The 56 operates approximately hourly and passes through the Met Office site, and continues on to Exeter Airport. Journey time approximately 26 minutes.

Timetables, plus maps of bus routes and Exeter city centre bus stops, are available from Stagecoach.

Taxi

There are several taxi companies in Exeter. At the Met Office we use Gemini Taxis 01392 666666 or The Green Taxi Company 01395 568111.
Currency
Rate of Exchange (on 29 Jan 2014): £1 = $1.66
Weather

Long-term climate averages for March in Exeter are:

Max: 10.8°C

Min: 3.8°C

Total monthly rainfall: 67mm

Days with at least 1mm of rainfall: 11

See also nearby station at Teignmouth:

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate/uk/averages/19712000/sites/teignmouth.html 

VISITOR DETAILS: please complete and return to security@metoffice.gov.uk as soon as possible and by 28 February at the latest.
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