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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information on the whole-document revision of the Manual on the GDPFS, a part of the WMO Technical Regulations 
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to review the information and consider actions it should take in its work plans.  
Reference:
- 

Introduction and background 

There has been much technical development and progress in the evolution in the GDPFS since 1992, which was when the current edition of the Manual was last adopted.  While many amendments to the Manual have been adopted by Members over the years, the Manual needed to be reviewed and revised in its entirety, to reflect reality and the future of the GDPFS.  The Commission for Basic Systems (CBS), at its fourteenth session (CBS-14, Dubrovnik, 2009) requested the whole-document revision.  
Remarkable progress has been made in the revision of the Manual, including the development of an outline for a new Manual, which was adopted by the sixteenth World Meteorological Congress (Cg-16, May 2011) in Resolution 6. Then, CBS, at its fifteenth session (CBS-15, Jakarta, September 2012) noted that the new Manual introduced a number of changes to the current procedures, and therefore requested the OPAG on DPFS and the Secretariat to clearly indicate the comprehensive summary of changes of functions and procedures well in advance to ensure a smooth transition, and also recommended that a transition plan for the implementation of the new Manual (which would replace the current version most likely in 2015) be developed to manage the technical changes and the initial designation of the GDPFS centres as defined in the new Manual, including the World Meteorological Centres (WMC), and Regional Specialized Meteorological Centres (RSMC), for consideration by the next session of CBS. 

The designation of GPC for Long-Range Forecasts, and RCCs are included in the new Manual, and remain unchanged from the current Manual.  

For additional information on the details of the revised Manual, please refer to the meeting report of the CBS Task Team on the Revision of the Manual on the GDPFS, at: 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS-Reports/documents/TT-Manual_Final_Report.pdf 
A working version of the revised Manual can be found posted at: 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS-Reports/linkedfiles/Revised-Manual-Dec2013_8-YH.zip 

