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Establishment of Lead Centre for Ocean Wave Verification
(Submitted by David Richardson)

Summary and purpose of document

This document reports on the status of the establishment of the Lead Centre for Ocean Wave Forecast Verification (LC-WFV)
Action Proposed

The meeting is invited to note the information
Annex(es):


Reference(s):
- 
Approved Document 9.5 (2) of JCOMM-5 - WMO MANUAL ON THE GLOBAL DATA-PROCESSING FORECASTING SYSTEM (GDPFS) (WMO-No. 485)
http://meetings.wmo.int/JCOMM-5/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/JCOMM-5/English/2.%20PROVISIONAL%20REPORT%20(Approved%20documents)/JCOMM-5-d09-5(2)-MARINE-RELATED-GDPFS-CENTRES-approved_en.docx&action=default
1. Summary

1.1 Routine inter-comparison of wave model forecast scores has been carried out since 1995 in the JCOMM Expert Team on Waves and Coastal Hazards (ETWCH) Wave Forecast Verification project (WFVP); the computation of scores and presentation of results has been carried out by ECMWF on behalf of the ETWCH.
1.2 To formalize this (rather than continue as a “project”, a new designation Lead Centre for Wave Forecast Verification (LC-WFV) was introduced in the revised Manual on the GDPFS, 2017 edition (Part II, 2.2.3.4)
1.3 The LC-WFV activities and designation of ECMWF as LC-WFC were adopted by CBS-16.
1.4 JCOMM adopted at its 5th Session (Geneva, Switzerland; October 2017) the draft Recommendation 9.5 (2)/1 (JCOMM-5) regarding Criteria for, and designation of, marine-related GDPFS centres. JCOMM recommended to EC the formal designation of RSMC ECMWF for coordination of wave forecast verification
1.5 ECMWF has started a LC-WFV page at https://software.ecmwf.int/wiki/display/WLW
1.6 ECMWF has set up an archive for the wave forecasts from other centres. Data from ECMWF and one other centre is being archived, starting from 1 Feb 2018 onwards. It is hoped that other centres will soon start to provide their data (in grib format). 
1.7 If you click on 'GRIB data specification' (lower down, under 'Data format') you see the full table of centres, domains, resolution, etc. The ones that are marked green (currently only ECMWF and METEOAM) are 'active'.
1.8 As soon as a few centres are sending data regularly, model intercomparison plots will be generated by the LC-WFV and presented on the LC-WFV page. We expect to have the first intercomparison plots on the LC-WFV page in late summer 2018. In the meantime the WFVP scores are still computed and available: 
https://www.ecmwf.int/en/forecasts/charts/catalogue/w_wave_intercomparison?facets=Range,Medium%20(15%20days)%3BType,Verification&time=2017112900,0,2017112900&area=All%20stations%20combined&statistics=Scatter%20Index
1.9 JCOMM didn’t reestablish Expert Team on Waves and Coastal Hazards Forecasting Systems (ETWCH) at its 5th Session (JCOMM-5).  This team is supposed to be responsible for managing the information on RSMCs for numerical ocean wave prediction and (jointly with ET-OWFPS) for coordination of wave forecast verification.  When the new structure of JCOMM is endorsed by EC, it is also necessary to replace it with an appropriate expert team of JCOMM in the revised Manual.

