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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND, INCLUDING REVIEW OF RELEVANT OUTCOMES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Terms of Reference for the Expert Team on Operational Weather Forecasting Process and Support (ET-OWFPS)
(Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and purpose of document

This document provides the Terms of Reference for the Expert Team on Operational Weather Forecasting Process and Support (ET-OWFPS).
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to note the information in this document and provide comments as appropriate.
ToR for the ET-OWFPS

Expert Team On The Operational weather Forecasting Process And Support (ET-OWFPS)

(a) Review the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485) to ensure that procedures for forecasting systems and verification are adequate and meet CBS needs; propose updates as necessary;
(b) Review GDPFS and Lead Centres' activities, support their developments and provide guidance as stated in the Manual;
(c) Assess applications for GDPFS status against the designation criteria and make recommendations on designation to CBS;
(d) Liaise with relevant WMO Programmes, Technical Commissions and international organizations as required to advise on requirements for practical implementations in operational systems;
(e) Review new developments and advances in NWP and related systems, particularly with regard to severe and high impact weather forecasting;
(f) Provide advice to NMHSs on NWP products, including EPS, for all forecast ranges, particularly with regard to severe and high impact weather forecasting;
(g) Liaise with the PWS programme to promote and support the use and communication of NWP, especially probabilistic, information available from the GDPFS Centres; develop interpretation guidance to facilitate their use, and encourage feedback on usefulness and application;
(h) Promote and support the education and training of forecasters on the use and interpretation of NWP products, including EPS, and their strengths and weaknesses;
(i) Provide guidance on capacity building concerning the implementation of operational NWP systems, including verification systems, and/or the use of NWP products.
