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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides information on the current status, roadmap and issues of revision of the Manual on the Global Data Processing and Forecasting Process (WMO-No.485).
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to review the roadmap and issues to finalize the draft text of the new Manual on GDPFS.
Annexes:
- Annex A: SUMMARY OF THE CHANGES OF FUNCTIONS AND PROCEDURES TO THE CURRENT MANUAL ON THE GDPFS (WMO-NO. 485)


- Annex B: ROADMAP FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF THE NEW MANUAL ON THE GDPFS (WMO No. 485)
Reference:
- Final report of the Extraordinary Meeting of the CBS Implementation Coordination Team of the Open Programme Area Group (OPAG) on Data-Processing and Forecasting Systems (ICT-DPFS) (available at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS-Reports/documents/ICT-DPFS-Ext_report-Jan2013.pdf)

- Final report of the meeting of the CBS Task Team on the Revision of the Manual on the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) (available at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS-Reports/documents/TT-Manual_Final_Report.pdf)
1. Establishment of the Task Team and its first meeting
1.1
The Task Team on the revision of the Manual on the Global Data Processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) was established at the Extraordinary Meeting of the Implementation Coordination Team of Open Programme Area Group (OPAG) on Data Processing and Forecasting System (ICT-DPFS) (January 2013, Geneva, Switzerland). 
1.2
The first meeting of the Task Team was held in December 2013 in Geneva, Switzerland, chaired by Mr Strauss, a former Chair of OPAG-DPFS.  The meeting reviewed the latest version (as of December 2013) of the draft text for the new Manual and also developed two documents: “Summary of the Changes of Functions and Procedures to the current Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485)” and “Roadmap for the introduction of the new Manual on the GDPFS (WMO No. 485)”, which also included the transition plan for implementation of the new Manual.  The Summary of the Changes is prepared in response to the request by CBS-15 (2012) to ensure the smooth transition from the current Manual to the new version since the new Manual introduces a number of changes to the current functions and procedures.
2. Recommendation of CBS-Ext.(2014)
2.1
Although all efforts have been made to complete the final draft of the new Manual in accordance to the roadmap developed at the said meeting of the Task Team, the progress was delayed because of the lack of resource, especially human resource.  In the end, the final draft of the new Manual could not be prepared for adaptation at the CBS Extraordinary Session (2014) (CBS-Ext.(2014)).  The latest version (as of July 2014) of the draft text of the new Manual were presented at CBS-Ext.(2014) for reference of the WMO Members.  This is available on the WMO website at: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPS/linkedfiles/Revised-Manual-July2014.zip
2.2
The Commission acknowledged the Summary of the Changes at CBS-Ext.(2014), as given in annex A to this report.
2.3
The Commission also adopted the draft Recommendation 2.2/2 (CBS-Ext.(2014)) – Introduction of the new Manual on the GDPFS (WMO No. 485), which included the revised Roadmap considering the delay of the progress.  The Commission decided to review and adopt the final draft of the new Manual at its 16th Session in 2016 and recommended that the authority of the WMO Executive Council to adopt the new Manual as it will be completed after the time of the Seventeenth World Meteorological Congress (2015) and before the Eighteenth Congress (2019).  The adopted Roadmap is attached as annex B to this report.
3. Future plan
3.1
Considering the various requirements, it is acknowledged that the only possibility to complete the revision of the Manual in accordance with the adopted Roadmap would be to hire an expert for a limited period. This expert would be tasked to do the remaining editorial work and coordination among relevant experts and officers in the Secretariat and to finalize the draft text of the new Manual.
3.2 The ToR of the expert would be the following:

 (To be determined)
