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SUPPORT TO HUMANITARIAN AGENCIES
(Submitted by Sercretariat)

Summary and purpose of document

This document summarizes the activities related to support to Humanitarian Agencies  …
Action Proposed

The meeting is invited to comment and advise on follow-up actions on  the activities supporting Humanitarian Agencies..
5.5.1
The 17th World Meteorological Congress (Cg-17) requested the Secretary-General to further strengthen WMO collaboration especially with the UN Office for DRR (UNISDR) and partnerships with other relevant partners for the implementation of national and regional DRR projects in line with the Sendai Framework for DRR 2015–2030, including the partnerships of WMO regional entities (RAs, regional typhoon/hurricane committees, WMO Regional Offices, etc.) with regional bodies of international organizations and other partners.
5.5.2 
Accordingly, the Secretariat has strengthened its collaboration with UNISDR e.g. through active engagement in the UNISDR Science and Technology Conference (held in Geneva from 27 to 29 January 2016), in developing the “Words into Action” guides for implementing the Sendai Framework, establishing the International Network for Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems (IN-MHEWS) and the co-organization of the International Conference on MHEWS (IC-MHEWS).

5.5.3
Recent bilateral agreements with particular relevance include the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Universal Postal Union (UPU), the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), and the International Organization for Migration (IOM). WMO has also been working in collaboration with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the UK Met Office in delivering weather services to the “Winter Cell” established within UNHCR to assist in minimising the effects of extreme weather on the refugees moving through Europe during winter 2015-16.  This has resulted in a requirement to create a platform for future access by humanitarian agencies to meteorological data in future crises.
 5.5.4
Collaboration with the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) has also been strengthened, particularly with regards to the Tropical Cyclone Program and the development of the International Network of Multi-hazard early warning systems (IN-MHEWS).

5.5.5
Furthermore, the Secretary-General signed the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) - International Consortium on Landslides (ICL) Sendai Partnerships 2015-2025 for Global Promotion of Understanding and Reducing Landslide Disaster Risk in early 2016. WMO remains an observer to the Capacity for Disaster Reduction Initiative (CADRI) whose aim is to deliver coordinated and comprehensive support in capacity development for DRR to countries at risk. Other network engagements of WMO which are being re-established include the Task Force on Measuring Extreme Events and Disasters (TF MEED) of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Secretariat and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP)  symposia and publications, etc. and could be done in conjunction with the Public Weather Services (PWS) Programme, which for example as a component of the Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project (SWFDP) is promoting close cooperation between the NMHSs with the national DRM agencies as well as the media and the public at large. 

5.5.6
During the Third UN World Conference on DRR (WCDRR), a number of thematic multi-stakeholder partnerships were proposed, such as the One Billion Coalition for Resilience
 (by IFRC), the “5-10-50” Programme
 (by the UN Development Programme – UNDP) and the global partnership on Earth observation for DRR
 (led by the UN Office for Outer Space Affairs – UNOOSA).  
5.5.7
As a UNDG Member, but a Non-Resident Agency, WMO faces the challenge of ensuring the proper channelling of its expertise and support to national DRR efforts into the UN Development Assistance Frameworks (UNDAF) in each specific country for which they exist. More frequent and result-oriented contacts have to be developed between the UN Resident Coordinators and the Permanent Representatives with WMO.
5.5.8
Cg-17 requested the Secretary-General to engage in a comprehensive dialogue with the Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System (GDACS – which is a cooperation framework between the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the Operational Satellite Applications Programme of the UN Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR/UNOSAT) and the European Commission through its Joint Research Centre (JRC)), disaster managers worldwide and other third-party service providers on the means to improve alerts, information exchange and coordination in the first phase after major sudden-onset disasters. The dialogue is also expected to include the means to facilitate improved cooperation and coordination of activities, while stressing the need to emphasize the mandated role of the NMHSs.  
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ifrc.org/one-billion-coalition" �http://www.ifrc.org/one-billion-coalition� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.undprrlearning.org/uploads/5/4/5/1/54519117/5-10-50_concept_draft_march2015.pdf" �http://www.undprrlearning.org/uploads/5/4/5/1/54519117/5-10-50_concept_draft_march2015.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.un-spider.org/network/post2015_drr" �http://www.un-spider.org/network/post2015_drr� 





