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USE OF GPCs AND RCCs PRODUCTS BY TANZANIA METEOROLOGICAL AGENCY (TMA)
ABSTRACT
Dr. Hashim Ng'ongolo
Tanzania Meteorological Agency (TMA) is the designated official sources for the provision of meteorological information and early warning services including alerts and advisories to the public in Tanzania. It also provides seasonal weather forecast information to different users such as Disaster Management Department; Agriculture and food security; Hydro power generation sector; Environment department ; Health sector and among others. The development of seasonal climate outlook in Tanzania involves three phases: First phase, TMA climate experts’ seat for some days to develop a preliminary seasonal climate outlook for the country. TMA climate experts reviewed the state of the global climate system and its implication to the upcoming season in the country. Among the principal factors taken into account are the observed and predicted Sea Surface Temperatures (SSTs) in the Global Oceans and precipitation in global scale, these products obtain from WMO-GPCs (Melbourne, ECMWF, Tokyo, Seoul, Exeter, Washington, Beijing, CPTEC  , Tolouse, Montreal, Moscow). Second phase involves regional Climate Outlook Fora (RCOF) based in SADC (SARCOF and IGAD (GHACOF) regional centers. TMA experts participate in both regional centers in preparing and issuing the seasonal climate outlook for the region. Third phase involves downscaling of regional seasonal climate outlook to national level by TMA scientists taking into consideration the results from the preliminary forecast and micro-climatic features in various climatological zones.In collaboration with GHACOF and SARCOF Tanzania Meteorological Agency is continuing generating and disseminating climate information to a variety of users and stakeholders through knowledge sharing platforms such as capacity building workshops and providing seasonal climate outlooks. 
