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Abstract
The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Pacific Islands online Climate Outlook Forum (PICOF), also known regionally as the Online Climate Outlook Forum (OCOF), began during the second phase of the Pacific Islands Climate Prediction Project (PICPP) in 2007. In July 2012, PICPP merged with another regional project (the South Pacific Sea Level and Climate Monitoring Project) to become the Climate and Oceans Support Program in the Pacific (COSPPac). COSPPac is a 4-year climate services capacity building program, assisting fourteen partner Pacific Island Countries (PICs) through the Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID) funding. Administered by the Australian Bureau of Meteorology (Bureau), COSPPac is an outcome-based program focussed on benefiting Pacific communities through improved climate services. The continued support and facilitation of the PICOF is an important focus of COSPPac’s contribution to improved climate services in the Pacific region.
The participants of the PICOF include eleven Pacific Island Countries and staff from the Australian Bureau of Meteorology. The forum covers the current ENSO status and forecasts, the Islands' most recent one and three month rainfall observations, and their latest seasonal climate outlooks using the Seasonal Climate Outlooks for Pacific Island Countries (SCOPIC) statistical forecast model. The OCOF also provides an opportunity for the Pacific Islands to give feedback, share any relevant experiences they have had with their stakeholders, and to ask questions of their Australian colleagues. 
Over the life of the forum, the PICOF has shown to be a platform for the positive reinforcement of training and climate information understanding. In addition, the COSPPac team has noticed a definitive improvement in the quality of the outlooks produced as a result of the PICOF. 
