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  The Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) was officially designated as one of the Global Producing Centres (GPCs) for Long Range Forecasts in May 2007, in recognition of pioneering operational long-range forecast activity. JMA has been operating a One-month Ensemble Prediction System (EPS) since 1996, and a Seasonal EPS since 2003. GPC Tokyo makes these forecast information (graphical and gridded binary products with hindcasts and their verifications) available from a website of the Tokyo Climate Center (TCC, designated as a Regional Climate Centre) on a routine basis, along with its seasonal forecast data accessible from a website of the WMO Lead Center for Long-Range Forecast Multi-Model Ensemble. A total amount of model integrations corresponds to more than 750 (1100) years for the one-month (seasonal) real-time forecasts per year and 32-year hindcasts provided through the TCC website. These data are utilized to support seasonal forecast activity at National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) and Regional Climate Outlook Forums (RCOFs). 
  GPC Tokyo makes a lot of efforts in addition to mandatory roles of GPCs. As noted above, GPC Tokyo has emphasized sub-seasonal forecasting since its designation and disseminated one-month forecast data. The full sets of both one-month and seasonal hindcasts are also freely available for registered NHMSs to enable users to calibrate and verify their own products. Ample graphical products provided on the TCC website were developed and maintained in close collaboration of GPC Tokyo (a numerical modeling team) and RCC Tokyo. The products include tailored regional probabilistic products for the Asian region (RA II) by means of statistical downscaling techniques. Lecturers from GPC Tokyo take part in annual training seminars organized by TCC to enhance capacity development in RA II. GPC Tokyo supports RCOFs in Asia as well as other regions by sending its experts or providing materials with explanations and perspectives. Expert visits for supporting statistical downscaling at NMHSs are another collaborative activity of GPC Tokyo and RCC Tokyo. We recognize that these steady efforts are essential to build a technical/scientific capacity for operational seasonal forecasting at NMHSs, especially in RA II. GPC Tokyo will continue and extend above-mentioned supportive activity in response to needs of NMHSs, RCCs and RCOFs.
