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AGENDA ITEM 4.5.2: DECISIONS RELATED TO DISASTER RISK REDUCTION (DRR)
SUMMARY

DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED:

(a)
Endorse the recommendations of the Task Team on Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian Planning and Response;
(b)
Decide to establish a CBS Task Team on the Provision of Operational Meteorological Assistance to Humanitarian Agencies, incorporating the legacy of the Task Team on Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian Planning and Response;

(c)
Adopt Resolution 4.5.2/1;

(d)
Financial implication: funding to support the work of the CBS Task Team on the Provision of Operational Meteorological Assistance to Humanitarian Agencies;
(e)
To accept the draft text for inclusion in the general summary of CBS-15 in support of decisions taken here.
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APPENDIX A:  
DRAFT TEXT SUPPORTING THE DECISIONS OF THE COmmission – 
FOR INCLUSION IN THE GENERAL SUMMARY OF CBS-15
4.
DECISIONS RELATED TO THE CBS WORK PROGRAMME, INCLUDING THE REPORTS BY THE CHAIRS OF THE OPEN PROGRAMME AREA GROUPS (agenda item 4)

4.5
Decisions for the Open Programme Area Group on Public Weather Services

 DOCPROPERTY  AgendaSubItemText2  \* MERGEFORMAT  (agenda item 4.5)

4.5.2
Decisions related to Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) (agenda item 4.5.2)
4.5.2.1
The Commission recalled that its fourteenth session (CBS-14, Dubrovnik, Croatia, 2009) established a Task Team on Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian Planning and Response under the OPAG on PWS, which worked in coordination with other CBS OPAGs, as well as with representatives of the Commissions for Climatology (CCl) and Hydrology (CHy).  The Commission endorsed the actions identified by the Task Team, including the pilot projects within the framework of the WMO Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) for the development of prototype products and services to support humanitarian agencies’ emergency contingency planning, preparedness and response.  In this regard, the Commission stressed the need for designation criteria, and functions, of Centres that could specialize in the development and provision of such products and services. 
4.5.2.2
The Commission noted that in the preparations for the implementation of the GFCS there has been close consultation with a wide spectrum of users of hydro-meteorological services in support of DRR. These users had, inter alia, highlighted the success of DRR services delivered under the umbrellas of the WMO’s Tropical Cyclone Programme (TCP) and GDPFS-ERA and had requested that the WMO explore opportunities for putting in place similar procedures to cover disasters more generically, therefore the lessons learnt from these successes could be built upon as we move forward.  

4.5.2.3
In this context, the Commission decided to establish a CBS Task Team on the Provision of Operational Meteorological Assistance to Humanitarian Agencies, incorporating the legacy of the Task Team on Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian Planning and Response, as given in Annex to Resolution 4.5.2/1 (CBS-15). The Commission therefore adopted Resolution 4.5.2/1 (CBS-15). 

APPENDIX B:  DRAFT RESOLUTION

DRAFT RESOLUTION 4.5.2/1 (CBS-15) – 
PROVISION OF OPERATIONAL METEOROLOGICAL ASSISTANCE TO HUMANITARIAN AGENCIES
THE COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS,

Noting:

(1)
The Abridged Final Report with Resolutions and Recommendations of the fourteen session of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS-14, WMO-No. 1040), Annex X, which established the Task Team on Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian Planning and Response under the OPAG on PWS,
(2)
The report of the First Meeting of the Task Team on Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian Planning and Response (Geneva, Switzerland, 31 August – 
2 September 2010),
Noting further:

(1)
That the Emergency Response Activities (ERA) Programme has been highly successful in assisting NMHSs and other relevant agencies of WMO Members, as well as relevant international organizations, to respond to environmental emergencies,
(2)
That the GDPFS programme is carried out through the provision of specialized products by designated Regional Specialized Meteorological Centres (RSMC), and development and implementation of efficient procedures for the provision and exchange of specific data, information and products, and training,

(3)
That the PWS programme is responsible for the coordination and support for the use, interpretation and delivery of products and services to the users,
Recalling:
 (1)
That the GDPFS is the basis for the operational provision of accurate, reliable and timely weather, climate, water, and related environmental forecasts and products by all WMO operated meteorological centres, 

(2)
That PWS provides the interface between providers and users of meteorological products and services,

(3)
That the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485) includes “Arrangements for the Provision of Meteorological Assistance to United Nations Humanitarian Missions” 
(Part I, Appendix I-5), which is out-of-date,

Considering:

(1)
The expressed needs of the humanitarian agencies for weather, climate, water, and environmental information to mitigate the impacts of meteorological-related hazards,

(2)
The importance of collaborating with relevant international organizations in aspects of mitigating the impacts of meteorological-related hazards,

Decides to:


Establish a CBS Task Team on the Provision of Operational Meteorological Assistance to Humanitarian Agencies, incorporating the legacy of the Task Team on Meteorological Services for Improved Humanitarian Planning and Response with Terms of Reference as given in the Annex to this Resolution;

Requests the Presidents of Technical Commissions (PTC) to continue to guide the cross-programmatic aspects related to the provision of effective support to humanitarian agencies.
__________

Annex: 1
Annex to draft Resolution 4.5.2/1 (CBS-15)
TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE 

CBS TASK TEAM ON THE PROVISION OF OPERATIONAL METEOROLOGICAL ASSISTANCE TO HUMANITARIAN AGENCIES
The CBS Task Team on the Provision of Operational Meteorological Assistance to Humanitarian Agencies is established under the joint leadership/responsibility of the OPAGs on DPFS and PWS, and in liaison with other relevant Technical Commissions and Programmes.  The CBS Task Team is chaired by the CBS Coordinator on DRR.

(1)
Based on the identified needs and requirements of humanitarian agencies, develop designation criteria and functions for existing GDPFS Centres that could specialize in the development and provision of operational meteorological products and services for mitigating the impacts of meteorological-related hazards;
(2)
Develop, in consultation with NMHSs, global and regional operational arrangements that would assist humanitarian agencies and disaster managers in mitigating disasters, taking into consideration the WMO Strategy for Service Delivery and the success of ERA, and provide assistance and support to strengthen NMHSs in this regard;

(3)
Assist Members, with or without NMHSs, in developing their capacity for supporting their government and humanitarian agencies in emergency preparedness efforts, including identifying the gaps in current capabilities and the opportunities to realize the benefits of addressing these gaps through close cooperation at regional and national levels.
(3)
Coordinate with relevant United Nations and international organizations on collecting and responding to their requirements;

(4)
Promote and support the education and training of users on the use, interpretation and delivery of meteorological products and services, and their strengths and limitations.
________________
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