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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information related to activities led by other WMO programmes which require input by the OPAG on DPFS.  
Action Proposed  

The ICT is invited to consider the information provided and discuss how will contribute to these activities.  
COOPERATION WITH OTHER WMO PROGRAMMES ON SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES

(those not addressed in item 4)
5.1
With WIGOS on quality of surface observations

The Manual on the GDPFS, Attachment II.9 describes the procedures and formats for the exchange of monitoring results (see Manual at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPFS/ documents/485_Vol_I_en.pdf), and more information on data quality monitoring is presented at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPS/Monitoring-home/mon-index.htm. In accordance with these procedures, for the assessment of data quality, a number of data-processing centres (listed at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPS/Monitoring-home/mon-participating-centres.htm) compare the information received from each of the observational elements with the first-guess numerical short-term forecast.
It was decided that these procedures (which are out of date) should be updated and included into the WIGOS Manual, instead of being in the GDPFS Manual. On the other hand, there are just procedures for surface pressure and these would be expanded to cover other surface parameters.
5.2
With WWRP on Sand and Dust Storm Forecasts

Noting the results of the work of the ad hoc joint CAS-CBS Task Team on Sand and Dust Storm Warning Assessment Systems (SDS-WAS), CBS-15 agreed that there is a need to incorporate the mandatory functions and criteria for the designation of RSMC with activity specialization in Atmospheric Sand and Dust storm Forecasts (RSMC-ASDF) in the current version of the Manual on the GDPFS, and therefore proposed an amendment to the Manual on the GDPFS, as found in Annex 1 to Recommendation 4.4/2 (CBS-15).  CBS-15 was presented with the nomination of the centre in Barcelona (Spain) to act as an RSMC-ADSF for the Northern Africa (north of Equator), Middle East and Europe. Noting that this centre complies with the mandatory functions, CBS-15 recommended its formal designation, and therefore proposed an amendment to the Manual on the GDPFS, as found in Annex 1 to Recommendation 4.4/2 (CBS-15).  

CBS-15 noted that atmospheric sand and dust storm forecasts are of particular importance as dust storms strongly affect socio-economic sectors, including maritime and air transportation.  However, CBS-15 expressed its concern regarding the uncertainty of the sand and dust storm model outputs and the consistency between these products and the observations.  It therefore requested the OPAG on DPFS to work with the CAS Steering Groups on SDS-WAS in the assessment of the reliability/maturity of such products for operational purposes, as well as in further developing and utilizing widespread dust forecasting models. Until these matters are resolved, CBS-15 decided to include a statement concerning their reliability with these products. 
RA II-15 strongly recommended a demonstration of operational forecasting capabilities of the Asian SDS-WAS node during the upcoming season (in 2013) to serve Members of the eastern part of RA II in dust monitoring and forecasting prior to the formal nomination a centre(s) to act as a RSMC(s)-ASDF, for CBS consideration. 

In the same context, RA II-15 recognized the need for similar arrangements for the western part of RA II, and therefore requested the Western Asia countries to consider establishing a SDS-WAS node for the western part of RA II, which would include an assessment of the capabilities to produce and deliver atmospheric sand and dust storm forecasts, and a demonstration of possible operational arrangement(s) to serve Members of the western part of RA II. RA II-15 agreed to also include these aspects in its work programme for the coming intersessional period.
5.3
With CLW (HWR and WCAS) on the Revision of WMO/TN-No. 170

Following the request by Cg-15 with regards to the outdated WMO Technical Note 170, entitled: “Meteorological and Hydrological Aspects of Siting and Operations of Nuclear Power Plants”, the OPAG on DPFS reviewed this publication and noted that only a few sections concern CBS, and several WMO Programmes (i.e. HWR and WCAS) and Technical Commissions (i.e. CHy and CCl) should be involved in updating the Technical Note. Following a throughout review of the CBS-relevant sections (Chapter 2, entitled Practical guidance for meteorologists in charge of the meteorological assessments and continuing services; section 2.2.4 – normal NPP operation, and 2.2.5 – NPP emergency situations), a proposed expanded outline for updating these sections was developed (see Annex IV of the 2011 CG-NERA meeting report, available at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS-Reports/documents/Final-Report-CG-NERA-Vienna2011.pdf. CBS-15 urged the OPAG on DPFS, in collaboration with the relevant WMO Programmes and Technical Commissions to complete the revision of this publication as required.
The IAEA Safety Guide, entitled: “Meteorological and Hydrological Hazards in Site Evaluation of Nuclear Installations” (IAEA/DS-No. 417) represents an important first step to the review of the WMO Technical Note 170. This Safety Guide will act as an important guide to essential subject areas where technical methods and best practices should be updated in the revision of the WMO Technical Note.  

5.4
With WIGOS and WWRP on GIPPS (Global Integrated Polar Prediction System)

Cg-16 endorsed the development of the Global Integrated Polar Prediction System as described at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/Antarctica/GIPPS_Concept_paper_and_Resolution.pdf. 

Noting that the GIPPS may have implications for the GDPFS by way of new requirements for products, CBS-15 recommended that the revised Manual continue to be organized in such a way that it should allow the future incorporation of, and accommodate, technical aspects that may arise from such new initiatives.  
5.5
With HWR and SAT on flood forecasting

RA II-15 noted that WMO, with the support of the Mekong River Commission (MRC), has been implementing the HYCOS project and the Flash Flood Guidance System (FFGS) in Southeast Asia. At the same time, RA II-15 noted that the SWFDP NWP’s quantitative precipitation forecasts (QPF) could benefit from improved estimates of actual rainfall amounts by including satellite-based estimates into precipitation analyses, and by using such analyses in operational forecast verification activities. In this context, and noting the RA II pilot project on developing support for National Meteorological and Hydrological Services in satellite data, products and training, RA II-15 recommended synergy between the frameworks of the SWFDP, the FFGS, and the WMO Space Programme to optimize existing structures in the Region. In a broader context, RA II-15 requested the Secretary-General to further explore opportunities with the MRC to enhance the capabilities of NMHSs, and recommended a dialogue between CBS (GDPFS/SWFDP and SAT) and CHy (FFGS) on synergy between the three activities.

5.6
Any other activity

To be identified/discussed during the Extra-ICT meeting.
