WOLRD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION

MEETING OF THE IMPLEMENTATION COORDINATION TEAM (ICT) ON DATA PROCESSING AND  FORECASTING SYSTEM

MONTREAL, CANADA
29 SEPTEMBER – 3 OCTOBER 2008
GENERAL INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

1. DATES AND VENUE

The meeting will be held from 29 September to 3 October 2008 at the Quebec Region offices of the Meteorological Service of Canada:

André Robert Conference Room

Meteorological Service of Canada – Quebec Region
Environment Canada

Place Bonaventure, Portail Nord-Est

800 rue de la Gauchetière Ouest, 7th Floor, suite 7810, Montréal
http://maps.google.ca/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=800+rue+de+la+Gaucheti%C3%A8re+Ouest+montreal&sll=45.500115,-73.565722&sspn=0.006279,0.012832&ie=UTF8&z=17&iwloc=addr
2. ENTRY FORMALITIES – PASSPORT AND VISA
Participants are invited to consult http://cic.gc.ca/english/visit/index.html for general information on entering Canada. A passport is required for all visitors. A visa may also be needed (see http://cic.gc.ca/english/visit/visas.html). 
3. HOTEL ACCOMODATION 
Participants are free to select the hotel they prefer but we recommend the following: 

DELTA CENTRE-VILLE


777 University

Montreal Quebec H3C 3Z7

A set of 15 rooms have been reserved at rates of 149$ Can and 199$ Can, excluding taxes. See attached brochure. Participants are asked to make their own reservation directly with the Delta Centre-Ville Reservations Department at Toll Free number 1-800-268-1133. In order to receive the preferred contracted rates, you must identity your affiliation with the group : ICT-DPFS

4. TRANSPORTATION

Airport - Hotel: There is a shuttle service ($14) between major downtown hotels and the Montreal Pierre-Elliot-Trudeau International Airport (approximately 20 kilometers).  A taxi ride from the airport costs $35 (flat rate). 

Public Transportation: Montréal has a very efficient Métro (subway)   transportation system. Please see http://www.stm.info for full information.
5. CURRENCY

The legal tender is the Canadian dollar (CAD $), which is divided into 100 cents. Bank notes are available in denominations of 5, 10, 20, 50 and 100 dollars, and coins in denominations of 1, 5, 10, 25 cents and 1 and 2 dollars. 
The Canadian dollar is worth (on 26 August 2008):

1.11 Australian dollar

0.95 US dollar

0.65 Euro

1.05 Swiss franc

0.52 U.K. pound sterling
The rate is updated daily at http://www.bankofcanada.ca/en/rates/exchform.html.
6. LANGUAGE
The official language in Québec is French but English is very common and most people are bilingual in the Montréal area.
7. TIME

Montréal has Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) daylight at the end of September, which is 4 hours earlier than Greenwich Mean Time (GMT-4). 
8. WEATHER 

The normal Hi/Lo and record Hi/Lo temperatures for the week of the meeting are 16.0/5.9C and 30.0/-3.9C with a probability of precipitation of 40%. Forecasts and observations for Montréal are available on the Meteorological Service of Canada at http://meteo.gc.ca/city/pages/qc-147_metric_e.html .
9. INFORMATION FOR VISITORS AND THINGS TO SEE/DO IN MONTREAL 
Please see
 http://www.bonjourquebec.com/qc-en/infospratiques0.html
 http://www.tourisme-montreal.org/B2C/00/default.asp.
10.  TIPPING

(From http://quebec.worldweb.com/TravelEssentials/LocalCustomsEtiquette/)
Tips are not added to bills (typically 15%) and should be proportional to your satisfaction with the service. Occasionally restaurants will add a service charge, usually for groups of 6 or more, in which case there is no need for an additional tip.
11. TAXES
Nearly all goods and services (except food and medical prescriptions) are subject to a 12.875% tax (Canadian Goods and Services Tax and Quebec Sales Tax). Hotel rooms are subject to an additional 3% tax. The Government of Canada tax refund program for visitors was terminated on 31 March 2007.
12. LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS CONTACT
If you have any question, or if you need information or assistance, please contact
Local arrangements and contact person: 

Name : Manon Lafontaine

Tel: (1) 514 283-1600 Mobile tel: (1) 514 358-5689
Fax: (1) 514 283-1604
Email: manon.lafontaine@ec.gc.ca 
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