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Designation of Regional Climate Centres
(Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and purpose of document

This document provides a brief summary of the designation of Regional Climate Centres (RCCs) expected to come up, through joint CCl/CBS mechanism, for the forthcoming fifteenth session of CBS, and the associated amendments to the Manual on the GDPFS, Volume I.
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to note the completion of demonstration phases of RA VI RCC-Network and North Eurasian Climate Centre, and recommend that their WMO RCC designation proposals may be formally referred to the President of CBS by the Secretary-General after due recommendation by the President of CCl, for consideration at the fifteenth session of CBS.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Designation of Regional Climate Centres
1.
RA VI RCC-Network, consisting of three nodes, viz., (i) Data Services led by KNMI, Netherlands, (ii) Climate Monitoring led by DWD, Germany, and (iii) Long-Range Forecasting jointly led by Meteo France and ROSHYDROMET, Russian Federation, has been in demonstration phase for the past more than 2 years.  Each of the nodes is composed of a consortium of contributing partners, and the overall RCC-Network is being coordinated by DWD.  Based on its operational activities during this demonstration phase, and the recommendation of the Co-Chair of RA VI Working Group on Climate and Hydrology, RA VI president has recommended its formal designation as a WMO RCC-Network.  
2.
The North Eurasian Climate Centre (NEACC), coordinated by ROSHYDROMET, Russian Federation, has been implementing a demonstration phase since December 2010 to seek designation as a WMO Regional Climate Centre (RCC) in RA II.  Keeping in view the designation criteria for all the mandatory functions for WMO RCCs, NEACC has successfully conducted the pre-operational production phase, adequately taking into account the needs of the NMHSs within the domain of its responsibility which includes the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).  NEACC has been performing all the mandatory functions, and has successfully demonstrated their compliance with the requirements, and was recommended for designation to the president of RA II by the RA II Sub-group on Climate Applications and Services.
3.
In accordance with WMO Technical Regulations as laid out in the Manual on Global Data Processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS), Volume I (Global Aspects) and following the recommended procedures for RCC designation outlined in the WMO publication "How to establish and run a WMO Regional Climate Centre (RCC)" (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/wcasp/seriespubs/documents/WCASP80_TD1534.pdf),  the step of consultation with the CCl is in progress to seek its advice on satisfactory compliance with the designation criteria.  Within CCl, the president is assisted on the designation process by the CCl/CBS Joint Expert Team on RCCs (CCl/CBS ET-RCCs) under OPACE-3 (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/ccl/opace/opace3etRCC.php). 
4.
Following the perusal of supporting documents by CCl/CBS ET-RCCs to evaluate satisfactory compliance by both RA VI RCC-Network and NEACC of all the relevant designation criteria, the President of CCl will advise the Secretary-General on the next steps in the designation process.  As and when the President of CCl recommends the designation, the Secretary-General will forward the recommendation to the President of CBS along with supporting documentation with a request for taking up the designation proposal at the fifteenth session of CBS in September 2012 and the associated amendments to the Manual on the GDPFS, Volume I.

