How to establish Trans-Regional Climate Centres
Motivation
It is suggested to implement a mechanism to enable WMO Members to establish RCCs for areas, which are of interest for Members from more than one Regional Association. It is assumed, that the number of such Trans-Regional Climate Centres will be limited to some climate-sensitive areas only, such as the Artic, the Antarctic, the Mediterranean regions or Southeast Asia.

Manual on the GDPFS 

It is proposed to introduce one amendment to the Manual on the GDPFS (see attachment). In addition, any RCC-related reference to a ‘Region’ (capital ‘R’) shall be modified to ‘region’ (small ‘r’) so that all information provided in the Manual w.r.t. RCCs can be attributed to any area instead of referring to Regional Associations only.
Designation procedure

The designation process for Trans-Regional Climate Centres follows the recommended steps for designation of a WMO RCC or WMO RCC-Network (cf. How to establish and run a WMO Regional Climate Centre (RCC) (WCASP No. 80, WMO/TD-No. 1534). As, however, two or more RAs are concerned, the following modifications to the process are suggested: 

Specific suggestions regarding designation steps 0 and 1: 

Proposals for the implementation of Trans-Regional Climate Centres will be facilitated by the Secretariat in close collaboration with the Presidents of the Regional Associations concerned. It is suggested, that Regional Associations concerned establish an appropriate co-ordination mechanism to deal with the designation procedure including the elaboration of RCC-related requirement and capability statements, the development of a RCC implementation plan as well as the conduct of a RCC pilot phase. 
The designation process for any specific Trans-Regional Climate Centre could be initiated formally by EC. 
Specific suggestions regarding designation step 2: 

Once the Regional Associations concerned are satisfied with the level of preparations, P/CCl, with copy to P/CBS and SG are informed by written communication, signed by the Presidents of the RAs concerned, of the intent of the candidate(s) to establish a WMO RCC (-Network). 
Specific suggestions regarding designation step 3-10: 

The co-ordination mechanism should remain in force until the designation procedure is finished.
