Local Information Note

RA I Eastern Africa Regional Training Workshop on Severe Weather Forecasting and Warning Services
Bujumbura Burundi, 11th November – 22th November 2013
1.
Venue

The Regional Training Workshop on Severe Weather Forecasting and Warning Services will be held at MARTHA HOTEL, located in Bujumbura City.
Bujumbura grew from a small village after it became a military post in German East Africa in 1889. After World War I it was made the administrative center of the Belgian League of Nations mandate of Ruanda-Urundi. The name was changed from Usumbura to Bujumbura when Burundi became independent in 1962. 
Bujumbura is governed by a community council and community administrator. It is further divided into 13 communes, or neighborhoods, each with its own council and boss. 
Bujumbura’s favorite Sunday afternoon activity is lazing around at the beaches on the north shore of Lake Tanganyika; there are several beaches and its suburbs where fresh fish from the Lake Tanganyika and a swim can be enjoyed.
2.
Accommodations for participants 

Accommodation for the participants from the different countries will be arranged in Dorado Hotel.  Please kindly note that ALL PARTICIPANTS will stay at the Dorado Hotel as special arrangements have been made and therefore no exception will be accepted.
145 Avenue de l’Industrie

P.O. Box 2346 

Bujumbura, Burundi
Tel:  +257 22 25 95 07, +257 79 997 477  
Fax: +257 22 25 95 08

E-mail:  info@dorado-hotel.net or  reservations@dorado-hotel.net
Website: www.centralinn.co.ug
Contact Person:
Ms. Annick Nsavyimana 
E-mail: 


nsavyimanaannick@yahoo.fr 
Copy to : 

Mr Godefroid Nshimirimana

E-mail: 


nshimigode@yahoo.fr
Accommodation for the WMO staff and the other resource persons (lecturers) will be in Martha Hotel
84 Chaussee du Price Louis Rwagasore

P.O. Box 2551

Bujumbura, Burundi

Tel: +257 22 27 33 33

E-mail: info@martha-hotel.com 

Website : www.martha-hotel.com 

Contact Person: 
Ms. Caritas NZITONDA 
E-mail: 


nzicaritas@yahoo.fr with copy to info@martha-hotel.com 
Copy to : 

Mr Godefroid Nshimirimana

E-mail: 


nshimigode@yahoo.fr
3.
Airport Access Information

Most international flights arrive at Bujumbura International Airport. Transport to and from the airport will be arranged by Dorado Hotel for the participants who will be staying there.

For those staying at Martha Hotel the hotel shuttle can be availed at USD 15 per trip (i.e. to and from the airport).

Participants and lecturers are therefore requested to provide their flight itinerary, including arrival and departure times and flight numbers to the hotels where they will be staying copied to the local organizers at the e-mail indicated below.

The participants staying at Dorado Hotel will be picked from the hotel to the venue everyday at 8.30 a.m. They will also be taken back to the hotel after the workshop.
4.
Visa Requirements

Participants are advised to secure visas prior to their departure, from the Burundi diplomatic missions or consulates in their respective countries. In countries where Burundi has no diplomatic representation, arrangements will be made for the issuance of visas on arrival. Participants are requested to inform the Local Coordinator, at the very latest by 28th October 2013 to facilitate arrangements for issuance of visas on arrival at Bujumbura International Airport.
5.
Currency

Burundi’s local currency is the Franc Burundais. One (1) US $ is approximately 1500 Franc Burundais. However the exchange rate is subject to market fluctuations. One can change all major currencies (US$, UK£, EURO, Swiss Francs, J-Yen) either at the airport or in Bujumbura Municipality. All major banks offer Bureau de Change services from Monday to Friday (8.30 am. - 5.00 p.m). Forex Bureaus are also available in town and operate up to 5.30 p.m. Credit cards are accepted to Martha Hotel. However, all participants are advised to carry adequate cash for necessary transactions.
6.
Time Zone
Burundi Standard Time is 2hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT+2), Burundi is in Central Africa Time Zone.).
7.
Electricity

The mains supply in Burundi is 220 Volts.  The plug is square French type.
8.
Climate

Bujumbura features a tropical savanna climate with distinct wet and dry seasons. Its wet season is from October through April, while the dry season covers the remaining five months. Despite being located close to the equator, Bujumbura is not nearly as warm as one might expect, due to its altitude. Average temperatures are constant throughout the course of the year with the high temperature at around 29°C and the low temperature at around 19°C.
The average relative humidity: 60%-70%. However it may be as higher than that due its location on the shores of Lake Tanganyika and the fact that November is within the rainy season. 
9.
Clothing
The participants from the region can bring their usual clothes and shoes. 

 For those from Europe and North America summer clothing is suitable. All participants are advised to bring a light jacket or sweater for the evenings. 

10.
Food

The main food in Burundi includes beens, green banana, cassava, sweet potatoes, rice (white and brown), irish potatoes, beef, chicken, fish (Mukeke, Sangala,and tilapia).

There are a lot of delicious fruits such as sweet bananas, mangoes, pineapples, pawpaws, guavas, passion fruits, oranges, tangerines to mention but a few.

11.
Health

The participants from Europe and North America should start on anti malaria medication as required.

Those from the region may carry malaria medication along as well just in case. 

12. 
Local Contact point

For any further local information, please contact the local organising committee as per address details below:
Mr. Godefroy NSHIMIRIMANA
Chief of NMC
HydroMeteorological Department 
P.O. Box 331 Bujumbura
Tel: +257 77 746 828
E-mail: nshimigode@yahoo.fr
Mr. Ruben BARAKIZA
Weather Forecaster

Hydrometeorological Department

P.O.Box 331 Bujumbura

Tel: +257 79 948 450

E-mail : barakiza_r@yahoo.co.uk 

