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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides an overview of possible content of the SWFDP – Eastern Africa Web site and Portal.

Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to review the information provided in this document and to prepare a strategy for developing a SWFDP – Eastern Africa Web site and Portal.
SWFDP – Eastern Africa Web site

The SWFDP – Eastern Africa Web site is pivotal to the Cascading Forecasting Process whereby information is passed along a two-way chain from the Global Centres to RSMCs to NMHSs and eventually to specific user sectors, including agricultural and fishery communities, emergency management authorities, and the mass media.

Possible content of the SWFDP – Eastern Africa Web site includes:

· Daily severe weather forecasting guidance charts for NHMSs containing an interpretation of the vast array of Ensemble/NWP guidance for the benefit of the NMHS forecasters (covering the entire project footprint);
· Severe weather predictions (risk or probability estimates - tables) covering the entire project footprint;
· Forecasting guidance for agriculture (covering the entire project footprint);

· Access to deterministic and EPS products provided by Global Centres (as per detailed information in the Regional Subproject Implementation Plan), including EPSgrams;

· Access to LAM outputs for the entire project footprint;

· Access to satellite-based products;

· Access to radar-based product;

· Access to in-situ observational data (e.g. “Metars”, “Synops”, “Upper Air” messages, etc.);
· Access to synoptic charts covering the project footprint;
· Specific for the Lake Victoria region:

· Access to high-resolution LAM outputs covering the Lake Victoria region;

· Daily severe weather forecasting guidance for the Lake Victoria region, focusing on relevant information for fishery communities;

· Severe weather predictions (risk or probability estimates - tables) covering the Lake Victoria region;

· Links to any other relevant information;

· Instructions of what data is archived and how it might be requested;

· Verification of guidance products and warnings;

· Evaluation (progress reports and case studies);

· Contact details of the members of the Regional Subproject Management Team;

