Local Information Note

RA I Eastern Africa Regional Training Workshop on Severe Weather Forecasting and Warning Services
Entebbe Uganda, 19th November - 30th November 2012
1.
Venue

The Regional Training Workshop on Severe Weather Forecasting and Warning Services will be held at Imperial Golfview Hotel, located in Entebbe Municipality.
Entebbe is located on the shores of Lake Victoria the largest lake in Africa. It was the capital city of Uganda before the country gained Independence in 1962. There are number of historical and cultural sites located in Entebbe. The Municipality was called “entebbe ya Mugula” or the “chair“of Mugula one of the cultural sites of the Baganda. This was later shortened to Entebbe (chair).
Another site is Kigungu Landing Site where the first missionaries to Uganda, including Father Lourdel landed in the late 1800s.

There are several beaches in the Municipality and its suburbs where fresh fish from the lake and a swim can be enjoyed.
2.
Accommodations for participants 

Accommodation for the participants from the different countries will be arranged in Central Inn. 
P.O. Box 212 

Entebbe, Uganda
Tel:  +256 716 241 067 , +256 777 241 067 ( all mobile telephone numbers)
Fax: +256 414 321 117
E-mail: info@centralinn.co.ug
Website: www.centralinn.co.ug
Contact Person; Mr. Eric Opio 

Accommodation for the WMO staff and the other resource persons (lecturers) will be in Imperial Golfview Hotel

P.O. Box 90

Entebbe, Uganda

Tel:  +256 414 322 062
Fax: +256 414 322 083
E-mail: gm@igvh.co.ug or imperialhotels@hoteleq.com
Website: www.imperialhotels.co.ug
Contact Person: Mr Ronald Ssenyondwa 

E-Mail: ronald@hoteleq.com   

Tel +256 417 111001(Office) or +256 752 744 208 (Mobile)

3.
Airport Access Information

Most international flights arrive at Entebbe International Airport (KIA). Transport to and from the airport will be arranged by Central Inn for the participants who will be staying there.

For those staying at Imperial Golfview Hotel the hotel shuttle can be availed at USD 15 per trip (i.e. to and from the airport).

Participants and lecturers are therefore requested to provide their flight itinerary, including arrival and departure times and flight numbers to the hotels where they will be staying copied to the local organizers at the e-mail indicated below.

The participants staying at Central inn will be picked from the hotel to the venue everyday at 8.30 a.m. They will also be taken back to the hotel after the workshop.
4.
Visa Requirements

Participants are advised to secure visas prior to their departure, from the Ugandan diplomatic missions or consulates in their respective countries. In countries where Uganda has no diplomatic representation, arrangements will be made for the issuance of visas on arrival. Participants are requested to inform the Local Coordinator, at the very latest by 9th November 2012 to facilitate arrangements for issuance of visas on arrival at Entebbe International Airport (EIA).
5.
Currency

Uganda’s local currency is the Ugandan Shilling. One (1) US $ is approximately 2500 Uganda shillings. However the exchange rate is subject to market fluctuations. One can change all major currencies (US$, UK£, EURO, Swiss Francs, J-Yen) either at the airport or in Entebbe Municipality. All major banks offer Bureau de Change services from Monday to Friday (8.30 am. - 4.00 p.m). Forex Bureaus are also available in town and operate up to 5.00 p.m. Credit cards are accepted to Imperial Golfview Hotel. However, all participants are advised to carry adequate cash for necessary transactions.
6.
Time Zone
Uganda uses the East African Standard Time (EAST) which 3 hours ahead of the Universal Time Coordinated (UTC).
7.
Electricity

The mains supply in Uganda is 240 Volts.  The plug is square British type.
8.
Climate

Entebbe has a modified equatorial type of climate. The characteristics for the month of November are as follows:
Mean monthly maximum temperature: 26 ºC
Mean monthly minimum temperature: 18 ºC
The average relative humidity: 60%-70%. However it may be as higher than that due its location on the shores of Lake Victoria and the fact that November is within the rainy season.
Average monthly rainfall: about 160 mm
The month of November is within the short rain season. The rain is received mostly in the morning with afternoons generally dry. Thunder and lightning are common.
Sunrise: about 6.30 hrs 
Sunset: about 18.45 hrs
It is advisable to carry an umbrella.

9.
Clothing
The participants from the region can bring their usual clothes and shoes. 

For those from Europe and North America summer clothing is suitable. 
All participants are advised to bring a light jacket or sweater for the evenings. 

10.
Food

The main food in Uganda includes mashed matooke (a type of green banana), cassava, sweet potatoes, rice (white and brown), irish potatoes, maize meal (known as posho in Uganda or ugali in Kiswahili) beef, chicken, fish (tilapia and Nile Perch), veal.

There are a lot of delicious fruits such as sweet bananas, mangoes, pineapples, pawpaws, guavas, passion fruits, oranges, tangerines to mention but a few.

11.
Health

The participants from Europe and North America should start on anti malaria medication as required.

Those from the region may carry malaria medication along as well just in case. 

12. 
Local Contact point

For any further local information, please contact the local organising committee as per address details below:
Ms. Margaret Nankya Serwanja
Senior Meteorologist Training, Research and International Affairs
Department of Meteorology
P.O. Box 7025 Kampala
Tel: +256 414 251 798 (Office)
Fax: +256 414 251 797
E-mail: margotnankya@mail.com 
Mobile: +256 712 700 532
