Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project (SWFDP) 

Regional Subproject for the RA I Eastern Africa 
Training Workshop on Severe Weather Forecasting and Warning Services

(Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 16 – 27 November 2015)
INFORMATION NOTE

1. VENUE

The Regional Training Workshop on Severe Weather Forecasting and Warning Services is scheduled to be held from 16 to 27 November 2015 at the following hotel:

Lalibela Hotel. 
Near Bole Airport behind Bole mini , Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Tel:  +251-116- 615014/19

Fax:  +251-116- 615522

Email:  lalibelahotelcottonhouse@yahoo.com
The hotel is few meters away from to National Meteorological Agency (NMA) Headquarters, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

NMA will provide necessary facilities to support the success of the workshop, including a number of computers, printer and photocopier as well as secretarial services. Participants are also requested to bring their own laptops.    

2. LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
(i) Dr. Diriba Korecha

National Meteorological Agency (NMA) of Ethiopia
P.O.Box 1090
Mobile: +251- 913673352                 

Telefax:+251- 116625292
E-mail:
dkorecha@yahoo.com
(ii) Mr. Ahmedin Abdulkarim
E-mail:
yabdulkerim@gmail.com
(iii) Mr. Kassa Fekadu,
E-mail:
k_fekadu01@yahoo.com
3. WORKSHOP DOCUMENTS
The provisional training program for both weeks and information note for the participants can be downloaded from the WMO website at the following link:

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html
4. VISA

Visitors entering the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia are generally required to have a valid passport and visa except Kenyan citizens. All participants are recommended to contact the nearest Ethiopia Embassy/Consulate of Representative of Ethiopia in their respective countries. 
Please contact Mr. Ahmedin Abdulkerim (email: yabdulkerim@gmail.com) if any assistance in obtaining entry visa to Ethiopia is required. An official invitation letter can be issued by the National Meteorological Agency (NMA) of Ethiopia, if required for the purpose of visa application.

5. LOCAL TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN AIRPORT AND HOTEL
NMA will provide local transportation to all participants for their airport transfers, from Addis Ababa Bole International Airport to their respective hotels and back. Participants are requested to send their itineraries to the local organizing committee.
6. HOTEL ACOMMODATION 

Participants are recommended to make their own reservations at the hotels. They are encouraged to stay at the Lalibela Hotel which is also venue of the workshop. However, they may like to stay at any hotel near to the training venue and make their reservations through internet. A list of few hotels is given below:

	Hotel Name
	Room Rates
	Comment

	Lalibela Hotel

(venue of the workshop)
	US$ 40 (for single bed)       US$ 60 (for double bed)
	including 
continental breakfast

	Tiga Hotel    

	US$ 35 (Single bed)         US$ 50 to 70 (Double bed)
	including 
continental breakfast

	Desalegn Hotel 
Cape Verde Street, 
Bole, Addis Ababa 

Email: rooms@desalegnhotel.com
	US$ 80 and above
	including 
continental breakfast


The suggested hotels are also not very far from the training venue and there will be no need of transportation. In addition, there are number of luxury hotels around Bole International Airport, where NMA Headquarters is located. The room rate varies from US$ 100 to US$ 200.

Generally, there should be no problem in booking an accommodation during the period, as it will not be active conference time. In case, a participant needs any assistance he/she may contact Mr. Ahmedin Abdulkerim (email: yabdulkerim@gmail.com) on or before 31 October 2015. 
Participants are requested to inform the hotels’ names and address to the local organizing committee.  

7. LOCAL TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN HOTEL AND TRAINING VENUE
NMA will provide local transportation for all participants, if they needed. 
8. TIME ZONE
Ethiopia Standard Time is 3 hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT+3), which is part of East Africa Time Zone.

9. WELCOME RECEPTION  

All participants are invited to participate in the welcome reception hosted by NMA. Information will be provided during the workshop 
10. CURRENCY EXCHANGE

Ethiopian official currency is Ethiopian Birr (ETB). Information on the day-to-day exchange rates can be found at http://www.combanketh.et (USD 1 @ ETB 20.8298, as of 5 October 2015). Foreign currency can be exchanged at the Airport and at all local banks. Hotels and stores also accept major currencies at reasonable rates of exchange.
11. ELECTRICITY 

The electric current in Ethiopia is 220 volt AC throughout the country. Many different types of plugs and sockets are in use. Participants with electric appliances should carry a plug adapter kit. 
12. CLIMATE
During November, weather in Addis Ababa is normally dry and sunny during day time and cold at night and early in the morning.  According to seasonal prediction issued by NMA the entire season will experience unseasonal rainfall activity. Normal monthly climate data for Addis Ababa is given below:
	Mean minimum temperature:
	9.0°C

	Mean maximum temperature:
	23.5°C

	Mean monthly rainfall for November:
	15.5 mm


For local weather information and forecast, please visit NMA website at the following: http://www.ethiomet.gov.et
13. CLOTHING

Casual, light and rain jacket attire will be appropriate while warm clothing for night and morning is suggested. 
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