Development of SWFDP – Eastern Africa
Planning Information

NMHS of  BURUNDI______________________________

(to be completed by Burundi, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda)
Introduction 

The following information is designed to assist the participating NMHSs to provide the required information.  

A - NMCs to prepare a list of forecasting and warning products required 
1.  Data and products from global product centres:
· Current high-resolution deterministic NWP fields (out to 5 days)

· The required products include: charts to depict the large-scale flow ( e.g 500 hPa, 700 hPa, 850 hPa geopotential height, 850 hPa temperature, upper air wind , MSLP)
· Surface weather elements( e.g 6-hour accumulated precipitation, surface (10 m), wind speed)
· Other relevant products could include: charts to depict the large-scale flow ( surface streamlines, 850 hPa, 700 hPa,  500 hPa ,200 hPa wind flow and relative humidity)

· Current probabilistic forecast fields (max lead-time available)  

· Probability of severe weather events such as precipitation and wind higher than given thresholds,

· Spaghetti plots (e.g 500 hpa geopotential in extratropics, precipitation and wind higher than given thresholds)

· Stamp maps (e.g streamlines in the tropics, wind speed, accumulated precipitation), 

· dispersion diagrams (Plume and EPSgrams) for weather elements and at specific locations,

· representative members of a classification of weather patterns such as clustering of tubing (optional products depending on possibilities of global centre)

· Severe weather index such as extreme forecast index (where available).
2.  Data and products from regional centres: 

· Current deterministic limited area model fields (out to 2 days)
· The required products include: charts to depict the large-scale flow ( e.g 500 hPa, 700 hPa, 850 hPa geopotential height, 850 hPa temperature, tropopause, upper air wind, MSLP)

· Surface weather elements (e.g 6-hour accumulated precipitation, surface (10 m), wind speed and gusts(if available), 2m temperature, 850 hPa specific humidity

· Maps of vertical motion, potential vorticity or height of specified PV surface

· Maps of convective indices, such as CAPE, lifting index, helicity,...
· Relevant satellite images( where NMHSs do not have satellite receiving capability ); 
· Special products derived from satellite images( e.g derived precipitation or images annotated with guidance notes
· Other relevant products could include: charts to depict the large-scale flow ( surface streamlines, 850 hPa, 700 hPa,  500 hPa ,200 hPa wind flow and relative humidity)

· RSMC Severe Weather Forecasting Daily Guidance (to be determined for the Implementation Plan)

· Interpretation of EPS and deterministic and deterministic products;

· Severe weather prediction(risk or probability estimates);

· Tropical cyclone formation probability( if necessary)

See details in the SWFDP – Guidebook (pp 8-10), at: 
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/DPFS/Meetings/RAI-EA-TPW-SWFDP_Nairobi2010/documents/SWFDP_Guidebook_Updated_22-04-2010.pdf 
B – NMCs to provide all warning criteria currently used 
The following table is used to gather the information.  NMHSs should include all hydro-meteorological hazards for which it issues warnings or alerts.  Please enlarge the table as required, to include all these hazards.  
	Hazard 
e.g. heavy rain 
	Description 

e.g. season, region
	Warning Criteria 

e.g. 100 mm/24h
	Notes

e.g. general public 

	(hazard 1) heavy rain
	Rainy season ( from September up to May)
	No specific criteria is used
	Information is disseminated to the general public and other recipients through media 

	
	
	
	

	(hazard 2) strong wind
	Rainy season ( from September up to May)
	No specific criteria is used
	Information is disseminated to the general public and other recipients through media

	
	
	
	

	(hazard … ) hailstones
	Rainy season ( from September up to May)
	No specific criteria is used
	Information is disseminated to the general public and other recipients through media

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


C – NMC to provide information on Internet access capability 

Please reply to the following questions: 

1. Does your NMC access image products from global products centres, such as JMA, ECMWF, etc.?  Please list a few sample images and provide the names of the sites.  

Yes, the NMC of Bujumbura, Burundi does access images products from global centres.such as the USA national Service/ncep website: www.wxmaps.org, the German Meteorological Service (DWD) website: www.wetterzentrale.de . Image products accessed include: 
· Sea Level Pressure & 1000-500mb Thickness, 
· 700mbVerticalVelocity & precipitation, 
· 850mbTemperature Relative Humidity & Winds
2. Does your NMC download numeric files (e.g. GRIB) from other centres?  Please provide the name of a file and provide the name of the site.  

No, the NMC of Bujumbura does not download numeric files.

3. What is the Internet access speed your NMC normally have (Mbps)?  Do the forecasters at your NMC consider their Internet access “slow”, or “ok”?  Do the forecasters rely on the Internet as essential for severe weather forecasting at your NMC? 
1 MBPS, we consider that Internet access is OK.

Please complete this questionnaire and return by e-mail attachment to: 

DPFS Office at : dpfsmail@wmo.int 

cc: Pascale Gomez at : pgomez@wmo.int 
