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SWFDP REPORT FOR ZAMBIA

Severe weather in Zambia mainly occurs as floods, which have devastating effects on both human and animal lives as well as on agricultural production.

The introduction of SWFDP in Southern Africa helped the Zambia Meteorological Department issue timely and accurate severe weather forecasts both to the public, disaster management authority and the Red Cross Society of Zambia. One such occurrence of floods was in 2008/2009 rainfall season when parts of Lusaka City experienced severe flooding due to ‘heavy’ rains in March. There was close collaboration between the district disaster management unit and the meteorological department during this period.

Severe weather forecasts were issued via the national radio and TV station and the community radio and TV stations in both English and local languages. These forecasts were timely and accurate because of the use of SWFDP products from RSMC Pretoria, NCEP, ECMWF and UK Met. Office.

On the other hand, issuing of flood warnings, which is the mandate of the Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU), was not effective since DMMU needs to get approval from all stake holders involved in flood forecasting before a warning can be issued. However the weather forecasts issued on both TV and radio helped in forewarning the public on the severe weather expected.

For the purpose of PWS a video on severe weather events was made based on the Lusaka floods of March 2009.  This video helps us show the effects of severe weather on the lives of people and how we coordinate with disaster management authorities.

ZMD wishes to thank WMO for introducing and supporting the SWFDP project to Zambia

