	WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION

COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS
OPAG on DPFS

Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration 

Project (SWFDP) - Southern Africa, Meeting of the Regional Technical Implementation Team



PRETORIA – SOUTH AFRICA – 24-27 FEB. 2009
	
	CBS-DPFS/SWFDP-RTIT/Doc. 5.3(3)
(16.II.2009)

_______

Agenda item : 5
ENGLISH ONLY


Severe Weather Forecasting and warning activities
(Submitted by Phephisa P. Sihlongonyane-Swaziland NMS)

Summary and purpose of document

This document is a report from Swaziland Meteorological Service.
Action Proposed  

                     The meeting is invited to accept this report.

Severe Weather forecasting and warning activities
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Current forecasting process
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Warning Criteria
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Dissemination to the media

Modes of dissemination

· Telephone

· Fax

· Internet & Email

· Radio & TV Interviews

Disaster management and civil protection

Current relationship with Media

Our current relationship is very good both the electronic and print media. On the radio the only problem is that they are undergoing infrastructural change and their communication systems are still to be upgraded to allow us to transmit near real-time warnings on air. Current they call the office for a briefing whenever there is a severe weather event. On television we are at liberty to include any warnings during the presentation and they come for interviews regularly. The print media is also doing likewise.

Current relationship with Disaster Management

As reported during the training, in Swaziland there has been no disaster management agency until recently when only the head of the disaster agency was appointed and given the task to establish the disaster management agency. The disaster management agency has been put under the office of the Deputy Prime Minister together with the Police. All along a Disaster Relief Task Force was in place to only respond after a disaster has occurred.

Verification of forecasts and warnings

Though still not documented forecasts verifications are carried out on daily and forms a basis for our daily forecasting.

Progress made since participation in the SWFDP

Disaster Management.

Upon returning from the SWFDP training workshop we contacted the head of the newly formed disaster management agency in way to establish working relationship. In response we were invited to give a presentation on our involvement in disaster management during their first stakeholders meeting. Considering that WMO on several occasions tried to educate the meteorological community about disaster risk reduction and management we had sufficient information and we managed to put together a very informative presentation. As a result our Director was chosen to head a Task Force that has been setup to establish a proper disaster management agency. We hope that the disaster management agency will be set up and we shall then be informed of the contact person.
