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Summary and purpose of document

This document contains a short report on severe weather forecast and warnings by NMS
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to consider this report.

INTRODUCTION

Namibia, officially the Republic of Namibia has a population of approximately two million people. 

Namibia's climate is typical of semi-desert terrain, hot days and cool nights



NAMIBIA METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE 

The Namibia Meteorological Service under the Ministry of Works and Transport is responsible to provide information on Namibia’s weather and climate to all organizations and individuals who need the information for their activities. 

There are 37 Automatic Weather stations and 7 Synoptic stations countrywide. Two observers at each station staff the Synoptic stations, except at Hosea Kutako International Airport and Eros where forecasters as well as observers are operating. Public weather forecast as well as Aeronautical Met. Forecast is done from the main airport on a 24 four-hour basis.
CURRENT FORECASTING PROCESS

The forecasting process is done through observations, plotting, summarizing, analyzing, and interpretation of the different NWP products including the satellite imagery. Thereafter the weather forecast is transmitted to the different radio stations, National Television, and the newspapers. 

I have to mention that the RSMC Pretoria guidance has been very useful to us especially during this heavy rainfall period since January 2009, as we were able to identify areas of severe storms well beyond five days.

There are currently four operational forecasters countrywide; three are based at the International airport and one at Eros airport. Currently, no weather briefings are done due to one-man shifts; however in any case if the duty forecaster observes any significant weather changes he or she normally brief the next forecaster about the event. Three Met. Technicians are currently undergoing their in service training and will be on the bench very soon, Hence we are looking forward for a weather briefing too as well as a more efficient service delivery. 

HOW WARNINGS ARE ISSUED.

During severe weather, the public appreciates our warnings. During events such as flooding as we can see from figure 1, which is mostly our main event during the rainy season warnings/advisories are issued to the media, users as well as DRM through Telephone, Fax, Television, Radios and Email before, during, and after severe weather events through an official statement from the Deputy Director.

Direct interaction between NMS and Disaster Management is at the order of the day when severe weather occurs. A National Disaster Risk Management Policy is yet to be finalized. This policy framework seeks to outline a coherent, transparent, and inclusive policy on disaster management appropriate for the Government of the Republic of Namibia as a completely proportionate emphasis on disasters of different kinds, severity and magnitude that occur or may occur in Namibia.




Fig : 1

Central coastal areas of the four big rivers mainly Swakop, Kuiseb, Omaruru and Ugab were looding, the weekend of 14th february 2009 caused by heavy rains.
CURRENT RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE MEDIA AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT

Media:

There is a strong relationship with the NMS and the media in terms of providing weather related information and warnings on a daily basis. Dissemination is done through telephonic interviews or by fax. 

Disaster management

The current relationship with the media and disaster management is optimal, a number of workshops were held where NMS plays a role as one of their stakeholders. The NMS is in collaboration with DRM and is participating in the crop assessment missions that are held twice a year led by DRM under the office of the Prime Minister. A yearly press conference immediately after the SARCOFF meeting is held by NMS whereby the Press as well as authorities from DRM is invited in order to brief them about the outcome of the seasonal forecast. After the conference, DRM takes it up by disseminating the information to the relevant constituencies and stakeholders.

PROGRESS SINCE THE SEVERE WEATHER FORECASTING WORKSHOP HELD NOVEMBER 2008 IN PRETORIA.

The period since my attendance to the above-mentioned workshop has brought changes.

I arranged a meeting immediately after my return from last year’s workshop, with the Deputy Director and the Control Met. Technician whereby I brief them about the outcome of the workshop. 

During December 2008, a three weeks vulnerable assessment mission arranged by DRM where somebody from the Met. Office participated.

Stakeholders as well as Contingency planning meetings were held led by the Disaster Risk management, whereby a Met. Focal person was invited. This meeting entails the setting up of relevant national mechanism and platform to engage participation by all stakeholders. The Emergency management Unit also appointed a newly Director recently.

Plans to purchase the Netsys system from South Africa and be installed at the International Airport.

Plans to undergo an internal trip country wide on public awareness campaign to improve the early warning services to the users are also in the pipeline after my return from this meeting.

SUMO has been installed at the two main airports Hosea Kutako and Eros and is operational.

Floods since October 2008

November 2008: None

December 2008: Minor floods in Cuvelai, Kuiseb, and Fish rivers

January 2009: minor floods in Cuvelai river, high floods in Kunene, Kavango, and Zambezi rivers

February 2009: Northern areas

In the light of the 2004 flood in the Zambezi and Chobe floodplains in the Caprivi region located in the Northeastern part of Namibia, a project to improve safety and livelihoods by enhancing identification and analysis of flooding risk, both short-term disaster management and for long term was put in place.
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