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Questionnaire on Data and verification practices in African NMS’s
(Submitted by Laurence Wilson)

Summary and purpose of document

This document consists of a questionnaire to be circulated to the representatives of the African NMS’s at the meeting.  The purpose is to gather information to help decide the details and priorities of verification methods to be applied to the SWFDP – South Africa project.
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to encourage the completion of the questionnaire by the representatives of the Southern Africa NMS’s, and submission to L. Wilson before the end of the meeting. 

We will be trying our best to evaluate the impact of the SWFDP project as extended to Southern Africa Countries.  Part of this effort will be to verify, with your help, the forecasts issued during the project.  Please answer the following questions to help figure out what kind of verification will be possible and which kinds of verification will be of greatest use to you.

Country :

Name of Meteorological Service :
Your Name :
e-mail :

DATA :
1. How many observation stations do you have in your country which take and keep observations of rainfall and wind regularly? Do you use stations which are not GTS (synop) stations? Are the observations from these stations archived in paper form? Digital form? How long is the archive (how many years).
2. Do you have any other sources of real-time data for precipitation estimates in your office?
3.  Do you have any climatological information in your country?  E.g. mean monthly rainfall, mean monthly temperature, mean daily rainfall etc. Please describe it.

VERIFICATION :
1. Do any of your meteorologists do any kind of verification, formal or informal, e.g. to check the accuracy of the forecast they issued yesterday? If so, do you keep the results.  Please describe what verification you do as fully as you can.
2. Is there any verification done in your NMS, using scores.  If so, please describe it. Also, please give the name and contact information of anyone in your office designated as a “verification” focus person, or someone interested in the subject.
3. From your point of view, why should the products available under the SWFDP project be verified? For which products would verification information be most useful to you (That is, if you could set priorities for verification effort, what should they be)?
Thanks very much. 


Answers to this questionnaire can be written on this form (use the back if necessary) and handed to Laurie Wilson at the meeting, or e-mailed to lawrence.wilson@ec.gc.ca






