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NCEP Contributions to the WMO SWFDP

(Submitted by Wassila M. Thiaw)

Summary and purpose of document

This document provides the progress report of NCEP implementations in support of the SWFDP.  

Progress Report

1. Overview

In response to the WMO CBS recommendation for NCEP to act as a global center for the SWFDP, the Africa Desk Training Program has been expanded to cover short and medium range weather forecasts.  Through this program, NCEP has been providing the SWFDP community with NCEP NWP products both in deterministic and probabilistic forms.  Through attachment in the Africa Desk, NCEP has been working with the NMHSs to interpret these NWP products, develop diagnostic product guidance material on potential of severe weather up to 3 days lead time, assist in forecast evaluations.  Three visitors from Botswana, South Africa, and Tanzania have been attached to the Africa Desk so far.  A fourth meteorologist from Mozambique is expected to NCEP in March 2007. 

2. NCEP Support to SWFDP

NCEP has been supporting the SWFDP in the following areas:

1. Preparatory Meeting and  Short Course on NWP

NCEP sent one representative at the SWFDP preparatory meeting and two representatives including an NWP expert to lecture at the NWP short course in November 2006.  Presentations included numerical weather prediction, the NCEP GFS processes, mesoscale forcing and development of severe weather, NCEP EPS and products for the SWFDP

2. NCEP GFS Web Site for SWFDP

The Africa Desk has established a web site for graphical display of the NCEP GFS and ensemble forecasts.  The address is:

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/african_desk/swdfp/day0/00/

The address of this web site has been given to all participants in the SWFDP.

3. NCEP Data

As of 11 November 2006, NCEP GFS data for the SWFDP are available via NCEP anonymous ftp site.  Instructions have been provided to all participants in the SWFDP to access this data. 

4. Training

Through the Africa Desk Training Program, NCEP professional meteorologists from southeastern Africa have been visiting NCEP to train on the use of NWP in model diagnostics and evaluations.  Three meteorologists from Botswana, South Africa, and Tanzania are currently in training.  A fourth visitor from Mozambique will begin training in March 2007.  The curriculum includes:

· PCGRIDDS

· NAWIPS and NMAP

· Use and interpretation of NWP for short and medium range weather forecasts

· Model diagnostics and evaluations

Some of the visitors will be introduced to NCEP WRF modelling to help develop regional modelling capability in southeastern Africa  
