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Item:   4

ENGLISH ONLY


(REPORT ON SWFDP IN TANZANIA)

(Submitted by Mr E. Matari)

Summary and purpose of document

This document reports on the status of implementation of SWFDP in Tanzania. 

Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to consider the information and develop recommendations and actions as appropriate.   

The daily guidance products from RSMC website are obtained on daily basis, but on few occasion we are unable to get the products because of the slow speed of internet connectivity.  Both guidance products on short and medium term are available on daily basis.

The RSMC Pretoria guidance products is useful to a great extent except for events which happen for a very short period e.g. strong wind due to thunderstorms or water spouts over Lake Victoria which cannot be monitored by satellite pictures. The products have enabled us to locate areas with a high probability of floods and warnings are sent to those areas well in advance through media (radio or TV).  The information is sent once in a day after the afternoon weather conference and it is broadcasted in the evening hours.  We feel that the products do not reach the intended population on time.  There is a need to improve our communication link to the media and in addition there is a need to sensitize them to broadcast severe events whenever they receive them.  Currently they are not doing so.

The guidance in generally timely for our forecast process but it will have been better if we could get the products by around 10.00 am.  Daily email is not always available due to the problem of internet connectivity and slow speed.  We can assess RSMC website and the products are very useful for our forecasting process.  We conducted a seminar on how to access and use all the products from RSMC and from other centres and  most of the meteorologists are now conversant on how to access ad use them.  They are  interested in the analysis of model outputs of upper air ascents, METGRAMS, EPSGRAMS from ECMWF and NCEP.  There is a tendency for most models to undestimate rainfall in particular over the coastal areas.

We are generally accessing products from other centres on daily basis and they are useful in our daily forecast.  We are also running our localized model WRF model initial data and we compare with forecasts from other centres.

We frequently use, METGRAMS, EPSGRAMS, TQ grams and precipitation forecasts because they are useful tools in forecasting in our country. 

So far most products from deterministic forecast have shown their potential in assisting us at weather forecast as they show signals of the areas potential for weather activities. 

The products are normally displayed using a power point presentation during weather conference which is normally held in the afternoon.  The SWFDP has greatly improved forecasting of floods but not so much for the  forecasting of sporadic strong winds, because they are on micro-scale. 

In most cases models do not pick meso-scale features

Currently we do not have a radar and hence we cannot monitor sporadic events. It becomes useful in forecasting winds only in the case of an approaching tropical cyclone.  The forecast e.g. of floods is normally sent 24 hours in advance and it has been noted to have a hit of about 60%.

Some of the major events have been sent to RSMC Pretoria by filling the evaluation form but in some cases we failed because of the break down of internet. Risk tables, probability tables and discussion is quite useful. Sometimes products updates are late. We could have reported more severe events if the criteria for reporting was well defined especially on rainfall amounts. We normally archive all the events for future reference.

Most of the severe events are reported to the Prime Ministers Office in the Department of Disaster Management and to the public using radio and TV.  We reported the impact of tropical Cyclone Bondo on daily basis to Prime Ministers Office and to the public through radio and TV and this was useful for marine vessels, fishermen and people leaving on the coastal belt. In this aspect SWFDP helped us in tracking the movement,rainfall intensity and strong winds due to the tropical cyclone Bondo.

An example of floods which occurred in the city of Dar-es salaam on 29th December 2006 is attached. 

