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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides information on the Disaster Management Department of Tanzania.  

Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to note the contents of this document and its relevance to the SWFDP RA1 sub-project.

REPORT FROM TANZANIA DISASTER MANAGEMENT     DEPARTMENT IN THE PRIME MINISTERs OFFICE

By  Edgar Senga

INTRODUCTION

The Disaster Management is the government institution which operates under the Prime Minister’s Offices.

Legal Mandate of the main Disaster Management institution is to have a safe livelihood with minimum of disaster interruptions to social and economic development issues. 

The department thrust is to develop adequate capacity for coordination and cooperation for comprehensive disaster management among key players at all levels by mainstreaming. DM activities are integral part of development programs of all sectors in the country.

The Act no 9 of 1990 regulates the Disaster Management activities. 

Functions of DMD according to the act are

· Coordinate all disaster relief operations and preparedness measures

· Carry out or coordinate all research relevant to its functions for the purpose of advising the committee on measures necessary for disaster prevention.

· Arrange for and carryout on behalf of the committee, the dissemination of the information concerning disaster operations, preparedness and prevention

· Review regularly and coordinate the different disaster prevention measures.

STRUCTURE OF THE DISASTER MANAGEMENT

The Disaster management structure in Tanzania has institutions established vertically and horizontally. The structure has National level committees as well as village which is the lowest level.

IMPORTANCE OF METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION TO THE COMMUNITY IN TANZANIA

Tanzania economic development has been adversely affected by weather and climate related disasters (drought, floods, tropical cyclones, landslides, and Tsunami). 

Societies are increasingly affected by inter annual variations in climate such as those associated with El Nino/La Nina, which affect precipitation and temperature on inter-annual timescale that are only predictable to some degree.

These regional climatic shifts produce weather related hazardss associated with climate variability. The prevalence of drought and floods that trigger disasters show that many Tanzanian societies are vulnerable to natural climate variability and extremes. 

These factors are expected to influence the occurrence and impact of disasters by affecting the intensity and frequency of extreme events. In recent years parts of Tanzania have experienced recurring droughts. The most devastating were those of 1983 - 1984 and 1993 – 1994.

According to Tanzania historical data, we have droughts every four years which affects 3629239 people. The most frequent hit areas are, central areas of Dodoma,  Singida and  some parts of Pwani, Shinyanga, Mwanza and Mara. These regions receive 200 –600mm of annual rainfall. Experience of the past twenty years 1980-2000 has shown that floods occurred 15 times and killing 54 people and affecting 800271 people.  Flood prone regions are Tanga, Mbeya, Pwani, Morogoro, Arusha, Rukwa, Iringa, Kigoma and Lindi.

In the area of drought/floods prevention and mitigation, there are number of coordinated and collaborative initiatives that are foreseen and they are undertaken within a frame work of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Cooperatives involving all its working group which include Meteorological . Agency.

Drought is characterized in terms of its spatial extension, intensity and duration. Its creeping characteristics and various impact make the adoption a precise and universally definition of drought difficult. 

Tanzania currently has access to real time satellite meteorological information from Tanzania Meteorological Agency. 

Integrated disaster management and management systems require complicated communication hardware, data acquisition and processing equipment, and powerful computers to integrate and analyze the information for decision making. 

This type of disaster mitigation system is not currently integrated in Tanzania, thus each type of disaster is managed by a separate command centre but does share information with other centre. 

Therefore the Disaster Management Department mandate includes integration of these systems into one command centre which utilizes information from all disasters for formulating preparedness and response strategies.

 In Tanzania, as elsewhere, meteorological applications are for the benefit of mankind and the attainment of national sustainable development goals.

During the past 20 years, considerable progress has been made by Tanzania Meteorological and Hydrological Services at local levels, in the provision and coordination of weather-related activities and in assisting the different local centres in improving weather services to the general public and advising them how best they can be used.

In a time of increasing awareness particularly Tropical cyclone formed in Indian Ocean (BONDO) in December 2007, the need for meteorological information and interaction with user groups was  essential to succeed in providing the various services for national disasters prevention and development planning. The Meteorological Agency provided the required information about the cyclone on time.

It is therefore of the greatest importance that meteorological information should be available and that the National Meteorological Centers understand what the user groups need for national planning purposes and ensure that the public understands what service it may expect and how it may use that service.

CHALLENGES 

Lack of financial resources is required to establish an integrated disaster management system such a weather radar to monitor the impact of tropical cyclones from the Indian Ocean and also to monitor microscale systems which may cause disasters.. 










