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Summary of Met Office Support for SWFDP RAI Subproject

(Submitted by the Ian Lisk, Met Office UK)

Summary and purpose of document

This document describes the contribution that the Met Office will be making in support of the SWFDP RAI subproject.
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to note the contents of the information contained in the document and to comment on how the proposed products will help to support the stated aims of the subproject.

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Met Office is the national meteorological service provider for the United Kingdom providing services and products for the general public, government departments, the media, the military, aviation and a variety of commercial customers to name but a few.  

1.2 Internationally the Met Office is an active member within WMO and has various international responsibilities for the provision of services.  The Met Office is a Regional Specialised Met Centre (RSMC) for Emergency Response and a World Area Forecast Centre (WAFC).

1.3 The services provided by the Met Office are underpinned by an active research and development programme whilst the forecasting and climate prediction capability is supported by one of the best numerical weather prediction computer models in the world.

2. Met Office input for SWFDP in RA1

2.1 The Met Office will participate in the demonstration project as a global data provider (“global centre”) of deterministic products already available via the GTS.
2.2 The Met Office will continue to provide UM lateral boundary conditions to initialise the SAWS deterministic regional 12KM NWP model.
2.3 The Met Office will continue to supply the Deterministic Africa Limited Area Model (ALAM) products at 20KM resolution out to T+54 as backup to the SAWS regional product and also as a component of a poor-mans ensemble. This product is available on a password protected website www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/africa/lam/ , the password can be obtained by emailing Africa-lam@metoffice.gov.uk. 
2.4 Products from the Global component of the Met Office Global Regional Ensemble Prediction System (MOGREPS) system will be supplied in .jpeg format via FTP.  Examples of these products will be available at the subproject meeting.  Note: This is a research product an has not be fully assessed for Production use.

2.5 The Met Office does not currently formally assess the usefulness of its EPS products through feedback from the user.

2.6 The Met Office will respond to user request for additional parameters from the above modelling systems on a best endeavours basis.
2.7 The Met Office contact for all SWFDP RA1 issues including EPS forecaster training is Ian Lisk of International Relations ian.lisk@metoffice.gov.uk. 

