Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project (SWFDP) – 

Regional Subproject for Southeast Asia

Training Workshop on Severe Weather Forecasting and Warning Services

PAGASA Amihan Conference Room
 PAGASA Science Garden Complex, Agham Road, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines
2-13 June 2014

INFORMATION NOTE

1. VENUE

The workshop is tentatively scheduled to be held at the PAGASA Amihan Conference Room, 2nd Floor, PAGASA Main Building, Science Garden Complex, Agham Road, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines.

Quezon City is one of the sixteen (16) cities in Metro Manila, the National Capital Region of the Philippines. It is the seat of many government offices including the main campuses of two universities, the Ateneo de Manila University and the University of the Philippines, the national university of the country. 

The favorite week-end activities of people in Quezon City are shopping and relaxing around the department stores of SM City North EDSA and the Triangle North of Manila (TriNoMa) Mall as well as enjoying a walk at the Quezon Memorial Circle.   At night, one can visit Timog and Tomas Morato Avenues, popular entertainment areas with many fine dining restaurants, discotheques, karaoke joints and comedy bars. 

2. LOCAL COORDINATORS

Name        :          Dr. Cynthia P. Celebre
Address
: 
PAGASA Science Garden Complex, Agham Rd., Diliman, Quezon 

                             City, Philippines

Telefax
:
(632) 434-2675

E-mail
:
cynthia_celebre@yahoo.com
Name        :          Ms. Ma. Cecilia A. Monteverde
Address
: 
PAGASA Science Garden Complex, Agham Rd., Diliman, Quezon 

                              City, Philippines 

Telefax
:
(632) 434-2715

E-mail
:
charmiem@yahoo.com
3. VISAS

Participants are strongly advised to confirm with their local Philippine Embassies to verify the information below. The policies regarding the issuing of visas are subject to change without prior notice.

Nationals from the following countries are allowed to enter the Philippines without a visa for a period of stay of twenty-one (21) days or less:

	Australia
	Malaysia
	Russia

	Bahrain
	Maldives
	Samoa

	Bhutan
	Micronesia
	Saudi Arabia

	Brunei Darussalam
	Myanmar
	Singapore

	Cambodia
	Nepal
	Solomon Islands

	Indonesia
	New Zealand
	Thailand

	Japan
	Oman
	United Arab Emirates

	Kuwait
	Papua New Guinea
	United Kingdom of Great Britain

	Lao Peoples Democratic Republic
	Qatar 
	Northern Ireland

	
	Republic of Korea
	United States of America

	
	
	Vietnam


The following nationals are allowed to enter the Philippines without a visa for a stay not exceeding seven (7) days:

1. Holders of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) passports

2. Holders of Macao Special Administrative Region (SAR) passports.

4. ACCOMMODATION 
Accommodation will be arranged at LUXENT HOTEL, a hotel located in Quezon City and near the site of the training workshop.  A special arrangement had been made by the organizers with the hotel. An arrangement has also been made to transport participants and lecturers to/from the venue of the course.  Kindly complete the attached Hotel Reservation Form providing Credit Card details also and submit to Dr. Cynthia P. Celebre and copy to Ms. Francis Mae Talens of Luxent Hotel through her email address, francismae.talens@luxenthotel.com  on or before 16 May 2014.
LUXENT HOTEL
Address
:
51 Timog Avenue, Brgy South Triangle, Quezon City Philippines 1103
Tel
: 
(63)(2) 9228888 local 745
Fax
: 
(63)(2) 4118080
Mobile
: 
(63)(917) 630 5986
E-mail
: 
francismae.talens@luxenthotel.com 
Website
: 
www.luxenthotel.com 

5. WORKING LUNCH DURING THE WORKSHOP

Working lunch will be arranged, at very reasonable price, by PAGASA for the participants during the workshop. The participants will be issued lunch coupons at the time of registration on the first day of workshop and therefore, you will be requested to pay for the lunch coupons. The price will be notified in the revised version of this info note, as soon as we will get it. 
6. WORKSHOP WEBSITE

The provisional training programme for both weeks and information note for the participants can be downloaded from the WMO website at the following link:

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html

The above documents and other information related to the workshop including presentations of the lecturers and education material will also be made available through following Moodle based Website set up by the Education and Training Office of WMO. 

http://etrp.wmo.int
Further information about this website including user name and password will be provided to the participants at later stage. Please check the website on a regular basis for any updates to the programme, arrangements or available reading materials.  
7. LOCAL TRANSFERS BETWEEN AIRPORT AND HOTEL
Arrival at Ninoy Aquino International Airport

Special arrangements will be made for transporting participants from the airport to the hotel and back. Local organizers will meet all participants and lecturers at the airport. The participants are requested to go to the VIP lounge after arrival and getting their luggage. They are also requested to provide their flight details, which include the arrival and departure times and flight numbers to the coordinator, Dr. Cynthia P. Celebre (cynthia_celebre@yahoo.com), at least a week before arrival date.  

8. Heritage Tour and Field Trip to Radar Station in Tagaytay City

For the foreign participants, PAGASA has tentatively scheduled a unique Heritage Tour (including a Cultural Dance Show) and a Field Trip to PAGASA Radar Station in Tagaytay City during the weekend of week-1 of the workshop. The Heritage Tour has been scheduled on 7 June, 2014 (Saturday) which will be a half-day tour in the evening subject to availability of sufficient number of participants. The Field Trip to PAGASA Radar Station in Tagaytay City has been scheduled on 8 June, 2014 (Sunday) from 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. In Tagaytay, the participants can have a dramatic view of the Taal Volcano, the smallest active Volcano in the Philippines. The participants may select which of the tours they want to join. The Local Coordinators will need the consent of the participants to estimate the total number of participants who will be joining the Heritage Tour and/or the Field Trip. The participants are requested to convey their consent to the Local Coordinators if they wish to join any of the Heritage Tour and/or the Field Trip. 
9. CURRENCY EXCHANGE
The Philippine Peso (P) is the Philippine currency. It is possible to change money at the airport and at all local banks. The exchange rate is approximately P44.44 to a US$ as of May 2, 2014.
10. CLIMATE
For the month of June, the following are the normal temperature and rainfall values:

Normal Minimum Temperature = 24.6°C

Normal Maximum Temperature = 33.1°C

Monthly normal rainfall = 316.5 mm

For more information, please visit PAGASA Website: www.pagasa.dost.gov.ph 
11. VOLTAGE
The voltage in the Philippines is 220V using the 2P AC Male flat plug type and multi-standard sockets
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12. FOOD
The main food in the Philippines includes rice, beans, beef, chicken, vegetables, fish and other sea foods. There are a lot of delicious fruit such as sweet bananas, mangoes, pineapples, guavas and oranges, to mention but a few.

