Severe weather forecasting and disaster risk reduction demonstration project regional subproject management team meeting, Nadi, Fiji, 26th – 29th august 2013

Information NOTE for Participants

1. Venue

The Government of Fiji in collaboration with the World Meteorological Organisation will be hosting the meeting of the Regional Subproject Management Team for the South Pacific Severe Weather Forecasting Disaster risk reduction Demonstration Project (SWFDDP), at the Conference Centre, Tanoa International Hotel, Votualevu Road, Namaka,Nadi, Fiji Islands, from the 26th – 29th August, 2013. 

2. Opening and registration

The opening of the meeting will be at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, 26th August 2013.  Registration will take place at the meeting venue from 8:30 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. of the same day. 

3. Working language OF the MEETING
The working language of the meeting will be English, only. 

4. MEETING Documents

The documents for this meeting will be accessible via the meeting WMO web site, at: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/BAS/CBS-meetings.html
5.
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT NADI

The town of Nadi is serviced by the Nadi International Airport, Fiji, (about 8 km from Nadi Town). It is located on the west coast of Viti Levu, the largest island of the Fiji group.

5.1
SHOPPING IN NADI
Nadi town offers a great shopping experience with most of the main shops located along the main street. You may encounter a reasonably priced selection of leather goods and items such as black pearls at the Nadi Handicraft Centre or a wide variety of Fijian pottery at the Nadi Handicraft Market, which is an assortment of stalls near the southern end of the town that usually sells good woven pandanus baskets, mats, traditional tapa cloth and other goods.

5.2 
GETTING AROUND NADI OR VITI LEVU 
Taxis in Nadi are plentiful, flag fall is FJD$1.50 and FJD$2.00 after 10pm.Public buses operate between Nadi and Lautoka, usually during the day hours. One has to obtain electronic tickets from approved authorities to use this service. Pacific Transport and Sunbeam buses operate a continuous bus service 7 days a week between Nadi and Suva. They also continue around the island of Viti Levu, via Lautoka city, Ba and Rakiraki towns.  The bus service is less frequent on Sundays.


5.3
DINING

A wide-range of choices is available in the general Namaka, Nadi area, offering a variety of local and international culinary delights. For more information about Nadi or Fiji as a whole, please visit the official Tourism Fiji website, http://www.fijime.com.
6.
AIRPORT ACCESS INFORMATION

Most international flights to Fiji arrive at Nadi International Airport. Most hotels in Nadi have their own courtesy buses to transport their guests to and from the Airport. Taxis are also available at Nadi Airport, but they operate with a higher fare rate than other taxis which are not based at the Airport. Participants who may need transportation to the hotel/Airport are requested to inform the Local Organizing Committee of the details of their flights and hotel reservation well in advance. 

7.
Visa REQUIREMENTS

Participants from countries listed below do not require an entry visa to Fiji. All others are advised to contact the Fijian diplomatic or consular mission nearest them as soon as possible in order to secure the required entry visa, prior to departure.

Citizens of the following countries do not require a visa to enter Fiji for a stay of up to 4 months: 

Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Belize, Bermuda, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cook Islands, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominica, Estonia, Finland, France, Gambia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guyana, Holy See, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Kiribati, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lesotho, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of), Moldova, Monaco, Nauru, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Spain, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Tanzania (United Republic of), Thailand, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Tuvalu, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Information on visa procedures, including a list of relevant Fijian diplomatic/consular missions abroad and countries with visa exemption arrangements, is available on the web site of the Fiji Government which provides a listing of visa exempt countries at: http://www.fiji.gov.fj/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=110&Itemid=160.

To facilitate the issuance of visas, the WMO Secretariat will issue upon request invitation letters to accompany the visa applications. Please contact Mrs Pascale Gomez at : pgomez@wmo.int.
8. 
 health requirements


A yellow fever vaccination certificate is required from travelers over 1 year of age arriving from countries with risk of yellow fever transmission and for travelers having transited more than 12 hours through the airports of a country with risk of yellow fever transmission. 

The International travel, health and vaccination requirements for travel to Fiji can be obtained from the World Health Organization (WHO) web site: http://www.who.int/ith/chapters/ith2012en_countrylist.pdf
For more information, please consult a medical professional with regard to the vaccination requirements for your travel. 

9. 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 
WMO has made an agreement with the Tanoa International Hotel and ALL the participants are kindly requested to stay at this hotel where the meeting will be held. Lunches for the participants have been included in this agreement for the 4 days of the meeting in order to maximize the time available for the meeting as well as for informal discussions.  
Tanoa International Hotel 
Votualevu Road, 

PO Box 9203, Nadi Airport, Fiji Islands

Phone: (679) 6720277 Fax: (679) 6720191

Email: tanoa@tanoahotels.com.fj
Website: www.tanoahotels.com

All the participants are kindly requested to send to the Local Organizing Committee mentioned below, a copy of their air flight itinerary or e-ticket to reserve their hotel room and to organize the pick up at the airport.  Each participant is entirely responsible for the payment to the hotel of his/her room charges.
10.
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE IN FIJI
The official language in Fiji is English.

11. 
WEATHER AND TIME ZONE INFORMATION
In August, temperatures in Nadi usually range between a maximum of 29°C in the daytime and a minimum of 18°C at night. The latest information on weather can be found at: http://www.met.gov.fj.

The Fiji Standard Time is GMT or UTC + 12 hours. 
12. 
ELECTRICITY
The mains electrical supply in Fiji is 240 volts, 50 Hertz and the power adaptors are as indicated below. 
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13.
CURRENCY
The currency in Fiji is the Fijian Dollar (FJD $). The current exchange rate as at July 2013 is FJD $1.00 = US $0.5347. Foreign currencies can be converted to Fiji Dollars at the Nadi Airport ANZ Bank, other Banks in Nadi and/or many Foreign Exchange Outlets in the Namaka and Nadi corridor.

14. 
LOCAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE

The Local Organizing Committee will coordinate the reservation of hotel accommodation for all participants, as well as the airport shuttle for the arrivals and departures of the participants.  For any further local information, please contact the Local Organizing Committee. 

1) Mr. Misaeli Funaki

Manager Forecast Services

Fiji Meteorological Service

Telephone: + (679) 6736 006

Mob:
 + (679) 9905 375

Fax :
+ (679) 6720 190

Email: Misaeli.Funaki@met.gov.fj and funaki.misa@gmail.com
2) Mrs. Arieta Waqasoli

Director’s Secretary

Fiji Meteorological Service

Telephone: + (679) 6736 002

Fax :
 + (679) 6720 190

Email: Arieta.Waqasoli@met.gov.fj
15.
DISCLAIMER
The SWFDDP RSMT Secretariat and/or the Local Organizing Committee will not be responsible for medical, accident and travel insurance, compensation for death or disability compensation, loss of or damage to personal property and for any other loss that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation at the meeting. In this context, it is strongly recommended that all participants secure necessary medical insurance for the period of participation prior to departure from your home countries.

~~~///~~~

4
1

