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INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

LOCATION OF MEETING

The meeting will take place in the Rainbow Room of the MetService building located at 30 Salamanca Road, Kelburn. Our building is situated in the Botanic Garden and is less than a 5 minute walk from the top of the Cable Car which runs between Lambton Quay and Kelburn Parade every 10 minutes.

On the Wellington inner city map, the MetService building is located in the Botanic Garden close to number 26.  Refer to the Google Map showing a marked path between the top of the cable car and the MetService building.  

WELLINGTON

Wellington is New Zealand’s capital city and has much to offer its visitors. Set on the edge of a picturesque harbour and surrounded by rolling hills, Wellington is also a culinary leader, famous for its variety of cafes and restaurants. There are more than 300 of these scattered throughout the city, offering fantastic coffee, food and wine.  

HOTELS 

Please note: All participants are responsible for arranging their own accommodation and you are encouraged to mention at the time of booking that you are attending an international conference at MetService to attract the best rates available. Any further queries, email members of the Local Organising Committee (see details below).

The four hotels listed below are just a small sample of those located within close proximity of the venue:

Hotel Ibis
· www.ibishotels.co.nz 

Government rate of NZ$138 (Goods and Services Tax (GST) inclusive) per night

· Address: 153 Featherston Street, Wellington 

· Phone number: +64 4 496 1880 

· Fax number: +64 4 496 1881 

· Email Address: H3049-RE01@accor.com 

· Located at number 59 on the downtown Wellington map.

City Life Heritage
· www.heritagehotels.co.nz

Government rate of NZ$220 (GST inclusive) per night

· Address: 300 Lambton Quay or vehicle entrance at 14 Gilmer Terrace, Wellington 

· Phone number: +64 4 922 2800 

· Fax number: +64 4 922 2803 

· Email Address: res.citylifewlg@heritagehotels.co.nz 

· Located at number 55 on the downtown Wellington map.

The Bolton Hotel
· www.boltonhotel.co.nz

Government rate of NZ$235 (GST inclusive) per night

· Address: Corner of Bolton Street and Mowbray Street, Wellington 

· Phone number: +64 4 472 9966
· Fax number: +64 4 472 9955 

· Email Address: info@boltonhotel.co.nz 

· Located at number 65 on the downtown Wellington map.

James Cook Hotel Grand Chancellor
· www.ghihotels.com

Government rate of NZ$191 (GST inclusive) per night

· Address: 147 The Terrace, Wellington 

· Phone number: +64 4 499 9500 

· Fax number: +64 4 499 9800 

· Email Address: reservations@jamescookhotel.co.nz 

· Located at number 56 on the downtown Wellington map.

AIRPORT

The distance from Wellington Airport to the city centre is about 10km/15 minutes and will cost, in a taxi, about NZ$25. A shuttle will cost approximately NZ$15. The Stagecoach Flyer express is a bus service which leaves the airport regularly and goes through town and on to Lower Hutt; the cost from the Airport to the city centre is about NZ$6.

TRANSPORT

Downtown Wellington is only 2km wide so walking is one of the best ways to get around. If you should choose to go further afield, information on buses, trains and ferries can be found at the following site.

www.metlink.org.nz

TOURISM

There is so much to do in Wellington it can be hard to be selective and choose only what will fit into your few days! Take a look at the following sites and plan your spare time.
www.wellingtonnz.com/plan_your_visit/wellington_visitor_guide 
www.wotzon.com 
VISA

Check Immigration New Zealand web site http://www.immigration.govt.nz/migrant/stream/visit/ to see whether you need a visa to visit New Zealand. In most cases, no visa is required but we strongly recommend all participants visit the New Zealand government Immigration web site to make sure your entry requirements are met Please get in touch with the local organizing committee if you need an individual letter or similar documentation in support of your visa application.

PASSPORT

A current passport is essential for all visitors and it must be valid for at least 3 months after the planned departure date.

MONEY

The currency in New Zealand is based on dollars and cents. There are five coins (10c, 20c, 50c, $1 and $2) and five notes ($5, $10, $20, $50 and $100). The majority of banks in New Zealand are not open on weekends or public holidays and trade daily between 9am and 4.30pm. You will find facilities to exchange your currency at the International Airports, and Traveller’s cheques can be changed at hotels, banks and bureau de change.

On the 6th March 2009:

1 NZD = 0.50 USD

1 NZD = 0.40 Euro

All major credit cards are accepted everywhere and ATMs can be used to obtain local currency with overseas banking cards.

Goods and Services Tax (GST)
In New Zealand almost all goods and services are subject to a government 12.5% GST. Prices are almost always quoted inclusive of GST. Visitors cannot claim back GST, however some stores sell goods to overseas visitors exclusive of GST if you can show proof of planned onward travel. It is possible to purchase duty free and GST exempt goods upon arrival at all international airports in New Zealand.

Tipping
Recognition for good service is always appreciated, but tipping is not expected by employees.
MEMORY STICK USAGE

Please note: You are welcome to use your own USB flash or similar drives to make a presentation, but in line with MetService Information Services (IS) Security policy it will need to be scanned by the MetService IS Group prior to use.
CLIMATE (APRIL)

Wellington is often referred to as “the windy city”. This is because it lies next to Cook Strait, the narrow waterway between a nearly continuous line of Mountains and hills running for much of the length of New Zealand. As a result, any wind tends to be channeled strongly from both northerly and southerly directions. 

On the whole, the weather in Wellington during April can be quite changeable. On 10 April 1968 a deep depression, formerly tropical cyclone Gisele, produced hurricane force winds that drove the ferry Wahine onto rocks at the harbour entrance resulting in the loss of 54 lives. The wind at nearby Wellington Airport peaked at 78 knots gusting 101 knots. The maximum wind recorded at Oteranga Bay to the west of Wellington city was 98 knots gusting 145 knots, the highest ever recorded in New Zealand. However, now and then an anticyclone can take up residence at just the right latitude and longitude, giving Wellington several days of relatively light breezes and settled weather. On other occasions, a series of fast moving fronts can bring brief spells of rain and blustery northerlies, followed by clearing skies and lighter winds. Sometimes a cold southerly change follows a front with a period of showers, making one feel winter is not too far away.

Wellington is not noted for extremes of temperature, though its characteristic windiness can often make the air feel colder than one might expect. The longer autumn nights are usually cool and followed by mild afternoons. 

The following are climatological data for Kelburn, near the MetService building, for the month of April:

Mean monthly maximum temperature: 21.2˚C

Mean daily maximum temperature: 16.5˚C

Mean daily minimum temperature: 10.6˚C

Mean monthly minimum temperature: 5.3˚C

Mean monthly rainfall: 96.1 mm

Mean number of wet days (1mm or more of rain): 9.2

Mean daily sunshine: 5.1 hours

Mean wind speed: 10.9 knots

Number of days with wind gusts greater than 32 knots: 14.8

For daily weather forecasts and related information:

www.metservice.com 
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