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(Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information related to activities of the Task Team and feedback by the WMO Executive Council.  
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to consider the information provided under the relevant agenda items.   

Reference(s):
-    The Report of the 2013 Meeting of CBS/DPFS-PWS Task Team on the Provisional of Operational Meteorological Assistance to Humanitarian Agencies;

· The Global Seasonal Climate Update (GSCU).
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND, INCLUDING REVIEW OF OUTCOMES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE TASK TEAM AND FEEDBACK FROM EC-66
1.
The first Meeting of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS/DPFS-PWS) Task Team on the Provision of Operational Meteorological Assistance to Humanitarian Agencies was held at WMO Headquarters, in Geneva, Switzerland, from 15 to 17 July 2013.  Under its Terms of Reference (TORs), the Task Team had to work on several areas which broadly included: the requirements for products and services by humanitarian agencies, the development of “Global and Regional Arrangements”, and dissemination aspects. In particular, the Task Team agreed:

(a)
That the Global Seasonal Climate Update (GSCU) would be a good contribution to the EWEA report, with regular conference calls to support updates of the EWEA report (Deliverable 1).

(b)
That the existing arrangements between WMO and HAs (Appendix I-5 of the Manual on the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System) need to be revised and an institutional framework, including designation criteria for RSMCs, and a list of standard products to be provided to HA, should be prepared as part of the global and regional arrangements (Deliverable 2).

(c)
That the Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project (SWFDP) provides a framework to test the arrangements, including strengthening the links between RSMCs and RCCs, and trial the engagement of the HAs in the Regional Climate Outlook Forums (RCOFs). Based on previous discussion with HAs, the Task Team selected East Africa as the focus of a pilot project (Deliverable 3). 

(d)
That the Lead Centre for Long-range Forecasts Multi-Model Ensemble (LC-LRFMME) provides a number of LRF products and data through its website (https://www.wmolc.org/) that could be used by HAs. For global observational products, there is a need to consult GCOS on available products and their appropriate use (Deliverable 4).  
(e)
To provide access to the WMO Severe Weather Information Centre (SWIC) website to GDACS, and to exploit new technologies for disseminating the information to HAs (Deliverable 5). 
(f)
On the need to develop a user guide associated with the products that would be provided to the HAs together with an explanation of the associated terminology (Deliverable 6).

(g)
On the need for coordinating and liaising with the Commission for Climatology (CCl), Commission for Hydrology (CHy), and the Commission for Agricultural Meteorology (CAgM), for a seamless Early Warning System (EWS) (Deliverable 7).
2.
While largely endorsing the activities identified by the Task Team to support the work of the humanitarian agencies, the WMO Executive Council, at its sixty-sixth session (June 2014):

(a)
Noted that the main recommendation of this Task Team was that the WMO Global Seasonal Climate Update (GSCU), that is being developed, would be a potential WMO contribution to the Early Warning Early Action (EWEA) report, which is widely used by humanitarian agencies for preparedness.  This contribution includes the possible translation of the GSCU in a user-friendly language, easily understandable by humanitarian agencies. However, EC-LXVI recalled that the GSCU development was under trial phase and that the aim of GSCU would be to assist the NMHSs as well as RCCs and RCOFs. In this context, the Council requested CBS to address the request by EC-LXVI, in coordination with CCl, in order to consider most appropriate and effective contribution to humanitarian agencies and the EWEA report. 
(b)
Agreed that the existing outdated arrangements between WMO and humanitarian agencies (Appendix I-5 of the Manual on the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS), WMO-No. 485) need to be revised and an institutional framework, including designation criteria for RSMCs, role of NMHSs, and a list of standard products to be provided to humanitarian agencies, should be prepared as part of the global, regional and national arrangements.  

(c)
While agreeing that the Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project (SWFDP) provides a framework/mechanism to test the global, regional and national arrangements, including strengthening the links between RSMCs and RCCs, and trial the engagement of the humanitarian agencies in the Regional Climate Outlook Forums (RCOFs), the EC-LXVI urged CBS to coordinate these activities with the Commission for Climatology (CCl), Commission for Hydrology (CHy), and the Commission for Agricultural Meteorology (CAgM), especially for the implementation of a seamless Early Warning System (EWS). 

(d)
Recalling the planned first pilot of the Task Team, in collaboration with the Global Disaster Alert Coordination System (GDACS), EC-LXVI expressed its concern about GDACS’ practice of also issuing its own multi-hazard warnings. EC-LXVI recognized that GDACS and other non-NMHS sourced alerts and warnings could challenge and undermine the authoritative meteorological, hydrological and other environmental hazard warnings issued by NMHSs. EC-LXVI requested CBS to review the governance procedures relating to the provision and availability of meteorological, hydrological and other environmental hazards, with a view to developing appropriate guidance for consideration by Cg-XVII (2015). 

