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Objective

Provide a mechanism so that Humanitarian Agencies can identify information products recommended by WMO Members that are relevant to disaster preparedness and response.

Technical preparations needed.

By WMO WIS experts

1) Define a “keyword” to be inserted into the WIS Discovery Metadata records that describe products identified as being relevant to the activities of the Humanitarian Agencies. (Note: this approach is not scalable to a large number of application areas. Disaster response, however, has a particular requirement to react rapidly and to bring in agencies that may not have been included in initial planning. Restricting the technology used to a very simple approach increases the likelihood of successful implementation under trying circumstances)

2) Provide generic instructions so that application developers in the Humanitarian Agencies are able to include a search of the WIS Discovery Metadata Catalogue into their applications and retrieve a list of relevant products that includes links that allow those products to be retrieved as files (in the future this may be extended to include web services).

By WMO Product and Disaster Preparedness and Response experts

1) As a pilot, identify a small number of centres that produce a range of relevant products that can be used by the Humanitarian Agencies to test and develop their systems and for these centres to add the agreed keyword to the WIS Discovery Metadata records corresponding to those products.
2) Develop and implement a procedure for WMO Members to identify those products of relevance and to ensure that the list of products identified is maintained and that the products remain available for as long as they are recorded in the WIS Discovery Metadata as being available for the Humanitarian Agencies.
By the Humanitarian Agencies

1) Translate the technical guidance from the WIS experts into an interface for use by the Humanitarian Agencies to allow their users to select relevant data and to download the data for use in their applications, initially as a pilot to validate the approach, and then to integrate the interface into their working environment.
