2.2.6.
Volcanic Ash Services for Aviation

Volcanic ash advisory centres
· 
· A Member having accepted, by regional air navigation agreement, the responsibility for providing a volcanic ash advisory centre (VAAC) within the framework of the international airways volcano watch (IAVW), shall arrange for that centre to respond to a notification that a volcano has erupted, or is expected to erupt or volcanic ash is reported in its area of responsibility, by arranging for that centre to:
· 
· 
· Monitor the availability of volcanic ash related observations and reports, including  geostationary and polar-orbiting satellite data, to detect the existence, extent and movement of volcanic ash in the atmosphere in the area concerned;
· Run (and/or make use of other VAACs) atmospheric trajectory/dispersion model(s) to forecast the movement of any volcanic ash cloud which has been detected or reported; and
· Issue advisory information on the extent and forecast movement of the volcanic ash cloud as per the provisions of ICAO Annex 3 – Meteorological Service for International Air Navigation/WMO Technical Regulations [C.3.1] and the ICAO Handbook on the International Airways Volcano Watch – Operational Procedures and Contact List (Doc 9766) and update the advisory information at least every six hours until such time as the volcanic ash cloud is no longer identifiable from satellite data, no further reports of volcanic ash are received from the area, and no further eruptions of the volcano are reported.
· A VAAC shall maintain a continuous watch and, in the case of an interruption of a VAAC, its functions shall be conducted by another VAAC or another meteorological centre, as designated by the Member concerned and in accordance with the back-up procedures contained in Doc 9766.
Meteorological watch offices
· A Member having accepted the responsibility of providing air traffic services within a flight information region or a control area shall establish, on the basis of regional air navigation agreement, one or more meteorological watch offices (MWOs), or arrange for another Member to do so.  The MWO shall:
· Maintain a continuous watch over meteorological conditions affecting flight operations within its area of responsibility; 
· Issue SIGMET and other information, including for a volcanic ash cloud when applicable, as per the provisions of ICAO Annex 3 – Meteorological Service for International Air Navigation/WMO Technical Regulations [C.3.1]
· Supply information received in pre-eruption volcanic ash activity, a volcanic eruption and volcanic ash cloud for which a SIGMET has not already been issued to its associated volcanic ash advisory centre (VAAC) and area control centre/flight information centre.
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� This is a draft prepared with input from Ian Lisk. Ian and Hebert Puempel should be asked to comment. Since this is specifically about aviation, not sure what to put in the ‘’responsibility’’ box





