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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information on the outcomes of CBS-15 (2012) related to the revision of the Manual on the GDPFS.  It also includes information on the status of the revision of the Manual.
Action Proposed
The meeting is invited to comment and advise on follow-up actions, and to consider them during discussions under the relevant agenda items.
Reference:
Excerpt of the CBS-15 on ERA (item 4.4), available at: https://sites.google.com/a/wmo.int/cbs-15/start-here/english
EXCERPT OF THE CBS-15 ON THE

REVISION OF THE MANUAL ON THE GDPFS
(item 4.4)
[…]

Manual on the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (WMO-No. 485)

4.4.2.5
The Commission was pleased to note the significant progress that has been made with the comprehensive revision of the Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485), following the adoption by Cg-XVI of the revised Manual’s outline. It also noted with appreciation the active cooperation and enhanced coordination among the relevant technical commissions and partner organizations in incorporating aspects related to all WMO data-processing and forecasting systems in the revised Manual on the GDPFS. Noting that the SWFDP, the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS), and the Global Integrated Polar Prediction System (GIPPS) may have implications for the GDPFS by way of new requirements for products, the Commission recommended that the revised Manual continue to be organized in such a way that it should allow the future incorporation of, and accommodate, technical aspects that may arise from such new initiatives.  
4.4.2.6
The Commission noted that the new Manual introduces a number of changes to the current procedures, and therefore acknowledged that some GDPFS centres may report temporary non-compliance with regard to some of the requirements, mainly because of resource constraints during system development or adaptation. In this context, and noting that the new Manual would most likely be in force by 2015, the Commission requested the Secretariat to clearly indicate the comprehensive summary of changes of functions and procedures well in advance to ensure the smooth transition, and also recommended that a transition plan for the implementation of the new Manual (which will replace the current version) be developed to manage the technical changes and the initial designation of the GDPFS centres as defined in the new Manual, including WMCs and RSMCs, for consideration by the next session of CBS.  
4.4.2.7
The Commission noted that the new Manual was being developed in accordance to quality management principles and agreed that it would facilitate the review of compliance of GDPFS Centres against the designation criteria, which include, amongst others, forecast verification activities. Therefore, acknowledging that some Centres produce activity reports regularly, the Commission recommended that review process should be established, taking into account such existing reports to avoid duplication. The Commission stressed this is critical to quality assurance and management of the outputs of the GDPFS, and therefore concluded that the verification of numerical and other forecasts is an activity that supports continuous improvement of the forecasting and warning systems.

[…]

STATUS OF THE REVISION OF THE MANUAL

DONE

· Introduction: modified text, and new section “How to read”

· In activity specifications (part II), deleted “including metadata” in bullets “Make available on the WIS…”

· Changed layout of tables “Responsibility” (hope it is clearer now…), and updated names of DPFS teams in tables “Responsibility”

· Deleted paragraph in II.2.2.10, ASDS :

“RSMCs with activity specialization for the provision of atmospheric sand and dust storm forecasts (RSMC-ASDF) are recognized as such by CBS following the guidance by CAS and at the request of the Regional Association(s) concerned, including for sensitive areas whose boundaries extend beyond or are outside those of a single Regional Association.”

· Removed “Wave verification” and “Observation monitoring” from II.2.3: input still not available?

TO BE DONE

· Insert text on Humanitarian missions (mentioned in I.2.1.1). Up-to-date version of the text?

· Minimum information on GPC systems (II.2.1.5-b)?

· Check “Responsibility” in II.2.1.6 & 7 (not too sure about JCOMM vs. CBS)

· A.II.2.1.6-b : verification data for NOWP ?
· Lead Centre(s) for Deterministic Numerical Ocean Prediction Verification ? Is there any?
· In II.2.2.5, TC forecasting:
· “Responsibility” table to be filled in

· 2 questions on aviation and on marine (cf. comments in text)

· In II.2.2.6, VAAC:

· “Responsibility” table to be filled in

· See comment from René: should ask Ian Lisk to comment?

· Section II.2.2.7, Marine Environmental Emergencies, still missing

· In II.2.2.8, nuclear ERA:

· “Responsibility” table: need to mention IAEA ? CTBTO ?

· Should we not split the whole stuff into 2 activities : support to IAEA / support to CTBTO ?

· Appendix II.2.2.8-d, minimum information: do we want it on the common WMO ERA web site, or on a web site for every centre?

· Appendix II.2.2.8-f (CTBTO stuff): more work to be done, cf. René’s note on top of page 4

· Appendix II.2.2.9-d : again, cf. René’s note on more work to be done

· Appendix 2.3.6, mentioned in II.2.3.3 ? 

· Table of contents, Index, list of acronyms

· Complete tables in Part III

