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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information on the outcomes of CBS-15 (September 2012) related to verification aspects.
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to note the information in this document and provide comments as appropriate.
Reference:
- 

Excerpt of the CBS-15 report related to verification aspects

Forecast Verification

4.4.19 The Commission expressed its appreciation to the ECMWF for the development and maintenance of the Lead Centre for Deterministic NWP Verification (LC-DNV) Website (http://apps.ecmwf.int/wmolcdnv/, username/password protected). The Commission recommended that access to the LC-DNV Website should be provided to all WMO Members through their WMO accounts, and urged them to visit it to access and make best use of results of verification of upper-air and surface fields for both operational forecasting and management purposes. The Commission urged those WMO Members that have not as yet requested to the ECMWF a WMO account, to do so following the procedures stated on the ECMWF Website at http://www.ecmwf.int/about/wmo_nmhs_access/index.html. In addition, the Commission requested that unrestricted access be given to the web pages including the basic verification plots. In addition, the Commission encouraged WMO Members to visit the Lead Centre for EPS Verification Website (http://epsv.kishou.go.jp/EPSv/), maintained by JMA (no longer password protected), which has recently added the new CRPS score as per the procedures stated in the Manual on the GDPFS.

4.4.20 Noting the results of the studies on the potential application of CBS standard verification procedures for Polar Regions, the Commission recommended the inclusion of two new geographical areas (polewards of 60º) in the CBS standard verification procedures, and therefore proposed an amendment to the Manual on the GDPFS, as found in Annex 2 to Recommendation 13 (CBS-15). The Commission noted that this is a contribution to the development of GIPPS.

4.4.21 While recognizing that more preparatory studies are required, the Commission stressed the importance of, and the need for developing, standard procedures for surface weather verification. It noted that the LC-DNV Website includes a selection of plots of the scores computed for precipitation (SEEPS and a few others for comparison) and requested that this be expanded to include plots of the scores computed for other surface fields. While global NWP centres generally compute CBS scores globally and provide the results in a graphical format, the Commission encouraged WMO Members to use global NWP products to perform verification of fields from global models at a regional level and/or for specific locations. It further encouraged WMO Members to perform qualitative evaluation by forecasters from a synoptic point of view (chart verification) and provide their feedback to global NWP centres. In this context, and within the framework of the SWFDP, the Commission urged global NWP centres, RSMCs, and individual NMHSs to work together in order to benefit from the use of additional observational data which are not routinely available on the WIS/GTS, as well as to benefit from knowledge of regional weather.
