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Summary and purpose of document

This document provides background information on the outcomes of ICT-DPFS (January 2013) related to verification aspects.
Action Proposed  

The meeting is invited to note the information in this document and provide comments as appropriate.
Reference:
- Report of the meeting of the ICT-DPFS (January 2013), available at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS-Reports/documents/ICT-DPFS-Ext_report-Jan2013.pdf 
Excerpt of the ICT-DPFS report related to verification aspects

4.2
Under this agenda item, and taking into account the outcomes of the CBS-15, the ICT developed Top Level Objectives (TLOs) for the OPAG on DPFS and its three Expert Teams (ETs), aligned with the CBS directions, as follows:
(a)
Operational Weather Forecasting Process and Support
· Develop guidance to assist Members with improved access to high-resolution regional NWP 
· Coordinate upper-air verification

· Develop standard procedures for surface verification
· Update observation monitoring procedures

· Use of NWP for hazard risk management
· Develop guidelines on how to use and interpret existing very short-range forecasting (VSRF) products
· Coordinate operational aspects of sand and dust storm

8.1
The ICT broke out into the three teams, as follows:

(a)
Operational Weather Forecasting Process and Support (OWFPS), led by Mr David Richardson, to discuss aspects related to its work programme, including, inter alia, (1) further development of the Global Data-processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS), including guidance to assist Members with improved access to high-resolution regional NWP; (2) integration of EPS into core operational weather forecasting; (3) integration of satellite-based and LAM products into very short-range forecasting; (4) forecast verification; (5) sand and dust storm forecasts; and (6) quality monitoring of observational data.

Annex V

WORK PROGRAMME FOR THE OPAG ON DPFS
Operational Weather Forecasting Process and Support
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Strategy to implement 

LAM

Guidance to assist Members with improved 

access to high-resolution regional NWP

Endorsed the Strategy by CBS

Timely provision of the Guidance 

to CBS (or Members) 

Development of the Guidance;

Collect case studies of NMCs at various levels;

Collect information on available LAM and Products from NWP 

centres;

TT Yuki Honda

P3 CD, DRR

Coordination of sand 

and dust storm

1. View on uncertainty of RSMC ASDF products

2. Improvement of RSMC designation criteria 

and procedure

1. Provision of view on uncertainty 

of RSMC ASDF products

2. Endorsement of amendment of 

GDPFS Manual related RSMC 

designation criteria and procedure

Development of a new coordination mechanism with CAS;

Preparation of a response to CBS request regarding uncertainty;

Review of text of RSMC designation criteria and procedure;

Guide of a new designation;

Coordinator Yuki Honda 

P1 CD, DRR

Standard procedures 

for surface verification

Addition to manual to include verification for 

surface parameters (deterministic and 

probabilistic NWP?)

New procedures endorsed by CBS

Carry out a study on interpolation methods for

each surface parameter

Complete and review studies on

verification of surface parameters 

propose standard verificataion procedures for surface verifcation 

TT

Thomas 

Haiden or 

Marion 

Mittermaier 

(TBC)

P1

GFCS, CD, 

DRR

Use of NWP for 

hazard risk 

management

more effective use of NWP in production of risk-

based warning of hazard

N people participate in training 

workshop; and positive feedback 

in questionnaire

endorsement of guidance 

document by CBS

approval by CBS of strategy for 

implementation beyond SWFDP 

framework

Develop document providing guidance on use of NWP for hazard 

risk management

provide training module within SWFDP training workshop

add to questionnaire for students 

TT Paul Davies

P1 CD, DRR

Development of 

guidelines on how to 

use and interpret  

existing VSRF 

products

more effective use of the available satellite and 

LAM products in nowcasting and VSRF; with a 

special focus on S Africa

N people participate in training 

workshop; and positive feedback 

in questionnaire

endorsement of guidance 

document by CBS

approval by CBS of strategy for 

implementation beyond SWFDP 

framework

Develop document providing guidance on use and interpretation 

of VSRF products

provide training module within SWFDP training workshop

add to questionnaire for students 

TT

Secretariat, 

J. Wang 

Estelle 

Deconing 

(TBC)

P2 WIGOS/WIS

Update observation 

monitoring 

procedures

up-to-date observation monitoring procedures 

included in appropriate manual

Updated procedures endorsed by 

CBS

Review current observation monitoring procedures, update as 

required, agree on which manual to put these in; consider near-

real-time requirements; joint with WIGOS, IOS, ISS; quality and 

quantity; plan for implementation; implement

Joint TT 

(DPFS, IOS)

D Richardson

P3 GFCS, CD Upper-air verification

global NWP centres follow updated verification 

procedures; results available via Lead Centre 

web site (both deterministic and EPS)

Up-to-date verification scores for 

all centres available via Lead 

Centres

Review deterministic and EPS verification Lead Centres' 

activities, support their developments and provide guidance

Monitor and soppurt progress on implementation of new 

verification procedures



TT

Tom Robinson 

(TBC)
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