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WMO Congress recommended joint training workshops on Global Data Processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS) and Public Weather Services (PWS), in particular in relation to Severe Weather Forecasting and the provision of forecasts and warning services.  WMO Executive Council and the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) have emphasized the importance of both these programmes that contribute to improved weather forecasting and to disaster risk reduction goals.
At the kind invitation of Brazil, a Regional Training Workshop on the Use of GDPFS Products and PWS in support of Natural Disaster Reduction will take place for two weeks in Curitiba, Brazil from 15 to 25 September 2008.
The main purpose of the first week, dedicated to GDPFS, will be to update and widen the knowledge of staff responsible for operational weather forecasting to ensure the optimal use of existing Numerical Weather Prediction products, in particular with knowledge of probabilistic predictions and use of products of the Ensemble Prediction Systems, especially for severe weather forecasting.
The second week of the workshop dedicated to PWS will deal with a broad range of topics related to improve Public Weather Services.
This RA III Training Workshop provides preparatory training in the implementation of a Severe Weather Forecasting Demonstration Project (SWFDP) for the region of southern South America.  

The workshop will address heads of forecasting offices, senior forecasters or forecasters of NMHSs, with combined responsibilities for preparing forecasts and warnings as well as providing public weather services.  Participants will be invited from seven South American countries.
